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Life at Unity 
January 7, 2026 

Since 1788… United in Christ’s 
love, we glorify God through worship, 

nurture, and service to all people. 

The deadline to submit items for 
the January 20th, 2026 Newsletter 
is Wednesday, January 14th, 2026. 

MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR 

CHURCH OFFICE 

HOURS 
 

Monday through Thursday 

8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

(Closed on Fridays) 

803.547.5543 

www.UnityFortMill.org 

For more information on 
“What’s Happening” at Unity, 

please visit… 
www.unityfortmill.org/ 

whats-happening/ 

Dear Friends, 
 

As we begin this new year, I want to share with you that at a joint meeting in December, the 
Session and Diaconate approved a Strategic Mission Pathways Report for Unity for 2026-2030. 
The report (see more on page 6 of this newsletter) lifts up 4 Strategic Mission Pathways with 
guiding questions to help shape our church’s growth as we lift up the gospel of Jesus Christ 
through faith, ministry, service, and love over the next five years. The pathways are: 
 

1.) Create Meaningful Worship Experiences 
Purpose Statement 

Worship is the heartbeat of our community—where we gather to praise God, confess, 
receive the Word, pray, and respond to God’s call. It shapes our identity and sends us 
forth in faith. As Unity grows, we are called to ensure worship remains spiritually rich, 
accessible, and welcoming to all—both in-person and online. 

Guiding Question: As our congregation grows, how can we create intentional and 
thoughtful worship experiences that are increasingly accessible to our members, our 
neighbors, and beyond? 

 

2.) Nurture Faith Formation for All Ages and Life Stages 
Purpose Statement 

Faith formation is a lifelong journey. At Unity, we seek to nourish this journey by 
creating opportunities for all generations to learn, grow, and deepen their understanding 
of scripture and discipleship. We are called to support spiritual development in ways 
that are age-appropriate, engaging, and rooted in community. 

Guiding Question: As our congregation grows, how can we nurture vibrant, inclusive, and 
sustainable faith formation for all ages? 

 

3.) Cultivate Belonging and Commitment 
Purpose Statement 

God created us for connection. At Unity, we seek to be a community where every 
person feels welcomed, accepted, and invited into meaningful participation. Belonging 
is not just about being present—it’s about being known, valued, and engaged in a 
shared journey of faith and purpose. 

Guiding Question: As our congregation grows, how can we create a more systematic and 
Spirit-led approach to welcome, hospitality, belonging, and participation—guiding people 
along the journey from curious observers to committed disciples? 

 

4.) Clarify and Deepen Community Engagement 
Purpose Statement 

Jesus came not to be served, but to serve—and we follow that example by loving our 
neighbors through mission, outreach, and relationship. Unity Presbyterian Church is 
called to be a visible and active presence in York County and beyond, sharing God’s 
love through hands-on service, financial support, and partnerships. 

Guiding Question: As our congregation grows, where and with whom are we called to 
serve? And how can we more clearly tell our story in the larger community so that our 
neighbors might be inspired to join us in putting faith into action? 

 

I am particularly grateful about this strategic vision for our church and am grateful for the good 
work of the Vision Team, the Staff, the Elders, and the Deacons to bring us to this point. It is 
just the beginning and as we begin to live into these four strategic mission pathways and their 
guiding questions, we have some next steps to take around communications, facilities, staffing, 
technology, and ministry programming. If you’d like to learn more, ask questions, etc., I’ll be 
available in the Fellowship Hall after the 11:00 AM service on January 11th and 18th and will 
be glad to talk more with you. 
 

But most important of all, please join me in prayer that we might continue to follow God’s call 
in the years ahead.   
 

See you Sunday! 
Matt 

STAY IN TOUCH 

Whether you are looking for a 

specific activity or the latest news 

and information on children, 

youth, and adults, visit us at . . . 

Website: www.UnityFortMill.org 

Instagram: @UnityFortMill 

Facebook: @UnityFortMill 

Be sure to “like” our page. 

https://unityfortmill.org/whats-happening/
https://unityfortmill.org/whats-happening/
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LATE JANUARY 
BIRTHDAYS 

 
16 -- John Baumann; Anne 
Hamilton; Mary Anne Long; 
Terri Marshall; Bristol Miller; 
Virginia Richardson  
 
17 -- Olivia Pascal; Caroline 
Reams; Kate Spangler  
 
18 -- Mike Brown; Avery 
Cameron; Jerry Crawford; 
Dickie Havnaer; Amy Poore; 
Chris Routh  
 
20 -- Larry Cooper; Marty 
O'Shea; Chris Padgett; David 
Wascher  
 
21 -- Jeff Burrell; Gus Sharpless; 
HK Sharpless; Judy Terrell  
 
22 -- Ben Liebert; Kelly Morse; 
Hudson Nelson; Brittany 
Rusch; Kym Schneider  
 
23 -- Christian Fulton; Glenn 
Scott; Ella Sullivan  
 
24 -- Vereen Brown; Mike 
Hopkins  
 
25 -- Beau Hannon; Joel Key; 
Bristol Pascal; Jeff Spitzer  
 
26 -- Bill Noel; Daniel Ryan; 
Laura Thomas  
 
27 -- Jane Boyd; Jean Holler; 
Grayson Jennings; Tim Weeks  
 
28 -- Jack Iles  
 
29 -- Gracie Cordell; John Tyler 
Cordell; Scott Couchenour  
 
30 -- Morrison Creech; Carol 
Herring; Luca Leventis  
 
31 -- David Bowman; Kelly 
Spinner; Carolyn Wright  

Mark Verdery’s ministry with and among us at Unity Presbyterian Church has been an 
incredible gift over the last five years. What we initially thought would be a temporary, part-
time position during the pandemic became for me and for many in our church family an 
essential pastor, colleague, and friend. At this moment, I am not sure I have the words to say 
thanks to God and express my gratitude for Mark. So, over the next few weeks, watch for ways 
to express our appreciation for Mark and his ministry at Unity. Please plan to join us for 
worship and the congregational breakfast on February 15th as we mark this transition for Mark 
and our congregation, and surround Mark and Franny with our prayers.  
 
God bless, 
Matt 

ORDINATION & INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS – SUNDAY, JANUARY 11 

On Sunday, we will ordain and install our new class of officers. Thank you for praying for them 
as they begin their time of service. Pray that they might know the joy of ministry, the gifts 
which will allow them to serve faithfully, and an extra measure of the Holy Spirit’s guidance as 
we continue with hope into a new year.  
 
Ruling Elders – Class of 2028 
Elizabeth Bagwell, Jason Honeycutt, Betsy Knight, John Lee, Stephanie Nix, and Don 
Reichenbach 
 
Youth Ruling Elder - Class of 2026 
Caroline Hoffman 
  
Deacons – Class of 2028 
Audrey Allan, Stephanie Berens, Corey Cameron, Jen Coker, Larry Cooper, Karen Fuqua, Ron 
Ringley, Patrick Sizemore, and Jamie White 
 
Youth Deacon - Class of 2026 
Heidi Ernst 

A LETTER FROM MARK VERDERY 

Dear Unity Family, 
I am writing to let you know that my ministry here at Unity will come to an end on February 
15th. Due to my continuing health issues, I can no longer physically fulfill the responsibilities of 
my position. My five years with you have been filled with great joy and blessings. Thank you for 
allowing me to minister to you in the many circumstances of your lives. Thank you for 
welcoming me into your midst and for loving and caring for me and Franny as we have faced 
several physical challenges over the past five years. I will always be deeply grateful for the 
opportunity I have had to serve this amazing, vital, faithful congregation.   
 
As I leave you, please know that I will always hold you in my heart and in my prayers. 
 
Grace and peace, 
Mark 

A LETTER FROM MATT RICH 

TAIZÉ 

On Sunday, January 11th, join us at 5:30 p.m. in the Historic 
Sanctuary for a Taizé service. A Taizé service is composed of 
candlelight, Scripture readings, prayer, intervals of silence, and 
contemplative chants. Join us for a time of quiet centering and 
meditation as we remember our baptisms. 
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TASTY HEALTH TIP: 

  
If you are one of those people 

who should watch your salt 
intake, keep this in 

mind:  instead of using salt on 
meat, veggies, and potatoes, use 

other seasonings like lemon 
juice, oregano, garlic, ginger, 

dill, cinnamon, or 
nutmeg.  Other options are 

Italian seasoning, Greek 
seasoning, or simply black 

pepper.  The addition of your 
favorite spices or herbs brings 
savory flavors to your delicious 

meals. Bon appétit! 
 

BLOOD DRIVE 
 

Unity will host the first blood 
drive of 2026 on Tuesday, 

January 27th, from 2:30-7:00 
p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. 

Appointments are preferred, but 
walk-ins are accepted. To make 
an appointment, or for more 

information, please visit 
www.RedCrossBlood.org and 
enter sponsor code “Unity”. 
You can save some time by 

doing your Rapid Pass online. 
 
 

HONDURAS TRIP 
INFORMATIONAL 

MEETING 
 

Join us in the Hospitality Room 
(M201) on January 25th, 2026 
at 4:00 p.m. to learn about the 

summer mission trip to 
Honduras. Bring a friend! 

The Men's Ministry will have its monthly breakfast meeting 
on Tuesday, January 13th, 2026 at 8:00 a.m. in the 
Fellowship Hall. Please join us for this time of fellowship, 
breakfast, devotion, and discussion of ways to serve. If you 
cannot be there in person, join us via Zoom. Contact 
Barnes Louthan at barnesbook2@yahoo.com for the link.   

MEN’S BREAKFAST 

In September 2025, Unity launched a Door Access Control System for 8 of our 45 exterior 
doors. 
 
Door Access Control System 
Our project is now complete.  All 45 exterior doors have been rekeyed. 

 
If you need access to any of our buildings after regular business 
hours, please contact the church office ahead of time. 
 
When you see the round, white circle, Just Pull Open.  No need 
to turn the handle or push down the thumb latch. 
 
A round circle indicates the door is unlocked.  
 
For meetings, Bible studies, etc. that are listed on the church’s 
event calendar, the door will be unlocked 20 minutes before 

start time and lock 20 minutes after start time.  
 
Should you have questions regarding the new door system, click here to email our Director Of 
Operations, Zeno Wall (zwall@unityfortmill.org) 
 
Thank you for your assistance in keeping Unity’s campus safe. 

If you are curious about membership or have decided this is the 
time to join Unity, please join us for a Connections Class 
beginning Sunday, January 11th and continuing Sunday, 
January 18th. Members of the H&E team will welcome you in the 
Fellowship Hall at 10:00 a.m. The class will give you a brief 
overview of the many opportunities to participate in the life of 
Unity, a little introduction to our history, an opportunity to meet a 
few staff members, and to ask any questions you may have about 
the church and our beliefs. 

CONNECTIONS CLASSES 

DOOR ACCESS CONTROL SYSTEM UPDATE 

Regardless of how long you’ve been attending 
Unity, members of the H&E team will be 
guiding a tour of the church buildings on 
Sunday, January 25th. The tour will start in 
the Fellowship Hall at 10:00 a.m. 

CAMPUS TOUR 

http://www.RedCrossBlood.org
mailto:barnesbook2@yahoo.com
https://app.espace.cool/ClientApi/FullMonth/17077?calendarId=2176
https://app.espace.cool/ClientApi/FullMonth/17077?calendarId=2176
mailto:zwall@unityfortmill.org
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All high school youth are invited to join us from March 20-22, 2026 for a weekend in 
Montreat as we rest, play, unplug, worship, serve, and are reminded of our identities as 
beloved children of God! Visit https://bit.ly/HS-Montreat-Weekend for more information 
and to register. Registration closes February 1st! 

REGISTER FOR HS MONTREAT WEEKEND 

It has been a joyful and exciting year at Unity Preschool. We began our school year in September with 58 children in five classes.  We 
ended 2025 with a beautiful Christmas program in the Sanctuary. We are grateful to teach these beautiful children that God’s love is 
always with us. 
 
UNITY PRESCHOOL REGISTRATION 
Unity Preschool registration for the 2026-2027 school year is now open. Please visit the Unity Preschool website 
(www.unitypreschool.org) for important dates, forms, tour information, and details. Registration forms for new students 
are due Monday, January 26th. Please e-mail Linda Bunge (preschoolatunity@gmail.com) if you have any questions. 
  
HOW CAN I HELP UNITY PRESCHOOL? 

• Amazon Wish List: You can help by purchasing one of the items on the Unity Preschool Amazon Wish List. These are 
primarily items that we use regularly throughout the year that often need replenishing. https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/
ls/1AODLHWQMIRP6?ref_=wl_share 

• Monetary Donation: Make a monetary gift to support our programming. Please donate online to “Preschool” (include 
“donation” in the Notes) or make checks payable to “Unity Preschool” with “donation” on the memo line. 

• Playground Kitchen Items: During the Christmas Break, we remodeled our Park! We are looking for used sturdy kitchenware 
(pots, pans, large utensils) that our children can use in our outdoor play space! You can drop them off in Linda’s office located in 
the Nursery/Preschool/Music area in the Sanctuary Building. 

• Volunteer: Sign up to volunteer as a classroom volunteer or a behind-the-scenes volunteer. Schedules are flexible. 

• Share the News: Encourage your friends and family to attend Unity Preschool. 
 
Thank you in advance for your support of Unity Preschool and our programs. 

UNITY PRESCHOOL UPDATE  

https://bit.ly/HS-Montreat-Weekend
http://www.unitypreschool.org
mailto:preschoolatunity@gmail.com
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/1AODLHWQMIRP6?ref_=wl_share
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/1AODLHWQMIRP6?ref_=wl_share
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MASSANETTA SPRINGS MS CONFERENCE MONTREAT YOUTH CONFERENCE 

YOUTH SUNDAY 
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Unity’s Mission Statement 
United in Christ’s love, we glorify God through worship, nurture, and service to all people. 
 

Unity’s Core Values 
• Faith - God’s grace in Jesus Christ is both believed and lived; and we prioritize opportunities for all generations to learn and be 

formed in faith.  

• Love - God’s love for us and the world in Jesus Christ is the model of our love for one another, our neighbors, and our church. 

• Community - Our common life of welcome and care is a priority and requires intention. 

• Growth - We seek to continue to grow and change not for the sake of growth itself, but because we are convinced that God’s 
unique call for us is not finished yet. 

 

Narrative Background 
Since 1788, Unity Presbyterian Church has been a faithful witness to God’s love revealed in Jesus Christ. In recent years, the 
congregation has navigated major transitions—including leadership changes, a campus fire, and a global pandemic—with resilience 
and renewed purpose. Through vibrant worship, warm hospitality, and active ministry, Unity has grown organically, welcoming over 
300 new and returning members since 2020. This growth reflects a deep spiritual vitality and a commitment to being a place of 
welcome, affirmation, and hope in a divided world. 
 

Why Strategic Planning Now? 
Unity Presbyterian Church stands at a pivotal moment. Our recent growth in membership, ministry engagement, and financial 
stewardship is a testament to God’s work among us. Yet with this growth comes new challenges: 

• Staff and volunteers are stretched thin, often pulled in multiple directions. 

• Space limitations are beginning to affect our ability to host programs and ministries. 

• Community expansion in Fort Mill and surrounding areas presents both opportunity and challenge. 

• Generational needs—from children and youth to senior adults—require tailored support and intentional ministry. 
 
This strategic planning process is not simply about managing growth. It is about faithfully discerning how God is calling us to 
evolve—to deepen our worship, nurture lifelong faith, cultivate belonging, and expand our outreach. It is a chance to align our 
resources, leadership, and vision with our mission, ensuring that Unity remains a vibrant, welcoming, and Spirit-led congregation for 
years to come. 
 
Through prayerful reflection, congregational input, and collaborative leadership, we are engaging in a process that will guide our 
ministry from 2026 to 2030. Our goal is to prepare for the next 300 members—and beyond—by imagining new possibilities, 
celebrating what is already thriving, and committing to faithful action. 
 

The Strategic Vision Process 
In May 2025, the Session of Unity Presbyterian Church named a Strategic Vision Team to guide the congregation in this process. The 
team engaged David Brown of Pinnacle Leadership Associates to help craft and guide the strategic vision process. The team hosted a 
Vision 360 Workshop - collaborating with staff and current church officers - to tell stories about Unity’s past and present, learn about 
the changing American religious landscape, and imagine what God might be doing in the next chapter of Unity’s life.  
 
To learn more about each strategic mission pathway and the next steps in our strategic vision planning, visit https://
unityfortmill.org/about-us/strategic-vision-planning/. 

STRATEGIC MISSION PATHWAYS—2026-2030 

https://unityfortmill.org/about-us/strategic-vision-planning/
https://unityfortmill.org/about-us/strategic-vision-planning/
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YEAR TO DATE 2025-2026 BUDGET  

NAVIGATING GRIEF: HOPE & HEALING FOR YOURSELF AND OTHERS 

2026 SANCTUARY FLOWERS SIGN UP CALENDAR 

Would you like to honor a family member, friend, or a special group of people? 
Placing fresh flowers in the sanctuary to the glory of God is a perfect way to 
remember and celebrate a special person/s or occasion in your life.   
 
Dates for 2026 have now been added to a sign-up genius for reserving a Sunday to 
place flowers in the sanctuary. You may visit https://bit.ly/2026-Flower-Calendar 
and complete the steps for selecting your choice of Sunday(s). All instructions are 
included. If you have questions, please contact Michaela Braswell at 
mbraswell@UnityFortMill.org or 803-547-5543 ext. 130). 
 
Early sign-up is recommended to ensure the Sunday of your choice. 
 
“We are all flowers in God’s Garden.” 
- Karen Sweeney-Ryall 

https://bit.ly/2026-Flower-Calendar
mailto:mbraswell@UnityFortMill.org
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Return Service Requested 

Unity Presbyterian Church 
303 Tom Hall Street 

PO Box 1267 
Fort Mill, SC 29716-1267 

 
www.UnityFortMill.org 

JOIN US SUNDAY 
 

 8:45 a.m.  
In-Person/Livestream 

Worship 
 

11:00 a.m.  
In-Person/Livestream 

Worship 

Share Your  

Tithes and Offerings 

Online 

Thank you for supporting God’s ministry through Unity Presbyterian Church. 


