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Life at Unity 
January 20, 2026 

Since 1788… United in Christ’s 
love, we glorify God through worship, 

nurture, and service to all people. 

The deadline to submit items for 
the February 3rd, 2026 Newsletter 
is Wednesday, January 28th, 2026. 

MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR 

CHURCH OFFICE 

HOURS 
 

Monday through Thursday 

8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

(Closed on Fridays) 

803.547.5543 

www.UnityFortMill.org 

For more information on 
“What’s Happening” at Unity, 

please visit… 
www.unityfortmill.org/ 

whats-happening/ 

Dear Friends, 
 
On Sunday I had a chance to talk with this year’s Confirmation Class about how Christians live 
our faith in Jesus Christ through Evangelism and Hospitality. As God continues to bless us at 
Unity with visitors and guests every Sunday, I thought I’d share a little on the topic with you 
too. 
 
For many years when I heard the word “evangelism” I thought of someone standing on the 
street corner telling people to repent. Or maybe a big open stadium revival. Or perhaps cold-
call knocking on doors throughout the neighborhood. And there are some people who are 
called to evangelism like that. But I suspect for most of us, evangelism looks a little different. 
 
Notice that everything I mentioned in the previous paragraph has to do with the “how” of 
evangelism - street preaching, revival, door knocking. None of those mention the “why” of 
evangelism. Before we even begin to think about the how, we need to understand the why. 
 
I invite you, right now, to take a few moments to consider: What difference does it make in 
your life that you are a Christian? Make a list and then, ask yourself if those are good and 
positive things that you think someone else might also benefit from having as a part of their 
life. If so and you care enough about someone else to want to share a bit of something that is 
meaningful and difference making for you, you have discovered both the why and the how of 
evangelism. 
 
In her book Unbinding the Gospel, Martha Grace Reece says that evangelism happens when: 

• Our own relationship with God is vibrant; 

• We are part of a church that we love; and 

• We care enough about people outside the church that we want them to find what we’ve 
discovered 

 
When all three of those things are present, in our life and faith, we can’t help but talk about 
Jesus and how we find Christ at work in the church that we love. And that’s evangelism. 
 
Then we make space for others to see if what we find to be meaningful and true, might also be 
meaningful and true for them. We provide a welcome to come and see, to experience what 
faith might look like and mean, we open space for questions, laughter, tears, hopes, and 
dreams. And then step back and see what the Holy Spirit might have in store. That’s 
hospitality. 
 
I’d love to hear your answers to what difference it makes in your life that you are a Christian, 
so send me a message or note to let me know. And never doubt that there is room for you, for 
all of us, to see what God might have in store here at Unity Presbyterian Church. 
 
See you Sunday! 
Matt 

STAY IN TOUCH 

Whether you are looking for a 

specific activity or the latest news 

and information on children, 

youth, and adults, visit us at . . . 

Website: www.UnityFortMill.org 

Instagram: @UnityFortMill 

Facebook: @UnityFortMill 

Be sure to “like” our page. 

https://unityfortmill.org/whats-happening/
https://unityfortmill.org/whats-happening/
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EARLY FEBRUARY 
BIRTHDAYS 

 
1 -- Zella Couchenour; Kelly 
Diorio; Jon Hattaway; Pat 
Proctor  
 
2 -- Bob Edwards; Libby Kern; 
Luca Litrenta; Terra Patterson; 
Adam G. Smith  
 
3 -- Greg Dasher; Roy Mathers; 
Bob Planitzer; Sue Roberts  
 
4 -- Maren Brindisi; Harper 
Spratt  
 
5 -- Lori Newman  
 
6 -- Barnes Louthan; Eli Meyer; 
Rodman Mowen; Alexander 
Oppel; Doug Snapp; Noah 
Threatt  
 
7 -- Blake Burrell; Cameron 
Hollingsworth; Will Rich  
 
8 -- Gloria Hermanns; Jim 
Lester; Bob Mobley; Wes 
Stokes  
 
9 -- Kate Backeberg; Reid 
Bennett; Emma Campbell; Terri 
Turner; Anne Weeks  
 
10 -- Margaret Cameron; Karen 
Chase; Jim McMullen  
 
11 -- Marion Bradner; Keith 
Griffin; Bill White  
 
12 -- Peter Bright; Hayden 
Hermanns  
 
13 -- Judy Long; Lynne Rayl; 
Kevin Selby  
 
14 -- Hardwick Brooks; Jim 
Johnstone; Ann Windell; 
Jackson Windell; John Windell  
 
15 -- Brant Poore; Alex 
Windham  

As we celebrated the ordination and installation of our new ruling elders and deacons on 
January 11th, we also paused to say thank you to those who completed their term of service. 
The class of 2025 served with great faith, vision, and dedication. We give thanks to God for 
their leadership and service, as they helped us grow in faith, numbers, and joy. Thanks be to 
God! 
 
Elders – Craig Evans, Theresa Higgins, Strat Lake, Lauren Mobley, Peter Olinger, Carol Simon 
and Elizabeth Watson 
 
Deacons – Steve Chase, Lyn Evans, Judd Glasco, Cathey Miller, Jean Nicholson, Whitney 
Norman, Kevin Pascal, Chris Routh, Jennifer Sova, Ann Spitzer, and Tyson Shouse 

Each year in early February, Unity Presbyterian Church welcomes the scouts, parents, and 
leaders from Troop 108 and Pack 108 to worship for Scout Sunday. Unity has been the 
charting organization for Troop 108 and Pack 108 since the late 1980’s. Groups from both the 
Troop and Pack continue to meet at the church most nights of the week, perform service 
projects around the church grounds, plus spend weekends camping, learning, and having a lot 
of fun. Join us at both services on February 1st as scouts and leaders help to lead us in 
worship and as we mark this important ministry of our congregation. 

CELEBRATION OF REV. DR. MARK VERDERY’S MINISTRY AT UNITY 

As Mark Verdery concludes his ministry as Parish Associate at Unity on Sunday, February 15th, we 
will take time to remember and celebrate all the many gifts that Mark has shared with us. From 
visits to more members that we can count (especially our senior members), faithful and moving 
sermons and prayers, gathering with caregivers and those who grieve, and a quick smile and laugh, 
Mark’s ministry has shaped our life together over the last five years. 
 
We hope that you will join us for worship on Sunday, February 15th for a time of recognition and 
that you’ll take a moment to speak to Mark during the congregational breakfast at 10:00 a.m. 
that morning. If you’d like to send a note or card of appreciation, please send those to the church 
office (303 Tom Hall Street) and we’ll present them to Mark at the congregational breakfast. Most 
of all our prayers surround Mark and his wife Franny for the days that are to come. 

THANK YOU TO ELDERS AND DEACONS 

Unity will host the first blood drive of 2026 on 
Tuesday, January 27th, from 2:30-7:00 p.m. in 
the Fellowship Hall. Appointments are preferred, 
but walk-ins are accepted. To make an 
appointment, or for more information, please visit 
www.RedCrossBlood.org and enter sponsor code 
“Unity”. You can save some time by doing your 
Rapid Pass online. 

SCOUT SUNDAY - FEBRUARY 1ST 

BLOOD DRIVE 

Regardless of how long you’ve been attending 
Unity, members of the H&E team will be 
guiding a tour of the church buildings on 
Sunday, January 25th. The tour will start in 
the Fellowship Hall at 10:00 a.m. 

CAMPUS TOUR 

http://www.RedCrossBlood.org
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HONDURAS TRIP 
INFORMATIONAL 

MEETING 
 

Join us in the Hospitality Room 
(M201) on January 25th, 2026 
at 4:00 p.m. to learn about the 

summer mission trip to 
Honduras. Bring a friend! 

 
 

HEALTH TIP: 
WALK AND TALK 

 
Do you make the most of your 

time while talking on the 
phone? Why not walk around 
during the phone call? When 

the phone is ‘‘on speaker,” use 
that time to stretch or do some 
light exercises like knee/leg lifts, 

arm circles, or side bends. 
That’s also a good time to flex 

fingers and toes or rotate wrists 
and ankles. Do you need to 

move your head from side to 
side? Little movements like 
these can help prevent your 

muscles from becoming stiff. 
 

OUR LOST & FOUND IS 
FILLING UP! 

 
If you see an item you have lost 

or are missing a smaller item, 
pick it up from the Lost & 

Found before the middle of 
February.  Items remaining will 

be donated to charity.  

FOOD AND FELLOWSHIP! 

Join us on Sunday, February 15th for a Congregational Breakfast in the Fellowship Hall 
at 10:00 a.m. We will gather for a delicious pancake breakfast before Lent begins and get to 
enjoy some fellowship with one another. We will also take time during breakfast to say thank 
you to Rev. Dr. Mark Verdery for his ministry with us these last several years.  Everyone is 
invited to come have breakfast and visit with Mark on his last Sunday with us as Parish 
Associate.  Save the date on your calendar, and no need to sign up, just plan to show up.  We 
hope to see you there. 

Unity is holding our first ever Music Camp in February! We need lots 
of hands to help our campers bring the musical Called to life. There 
are many ways you can be involved – with arts and crafts, with sets 
and costumes, and especially by just being with our campers and 
helping them get from activity to activity! There is a great need for 
shepherds – both adults and youth. Music Camp is February 16-20, 
9:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Even if you can only be there for part of the 
week, that would be a great help! Please reach out to Margaret 
Monroe at mmonroe@UnityFortMill.org or 547-5543 if you can help.  

MUSIC CAMP VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

Join us on Wednesday, January 28th @12:00 Noon for lunch and 
listen to Unity member, Robert Ryals, a historical speaker! Robert 
holds a master’s degree in informative Studies and History from 
Florida State University. He has delivered interpretive talks for 
museums, national parks, and other organizations. The primary focus 
of his talk is about the 1780’s, during the American Revolution, and 
the Campaign in the South Carolina backcountry. This includes a 
scripted autobiographical program about the Reverend William 
Martin, a devout Ulster-Scots Presbyterian minister, of the 
backcountry of South Carolina. It will be very informative afternoon! Please bring your 
sandwich or salad for lunch. Drinks, chips, and desserts are provided. 

CHILDREN AND FAMILIES’ SWEETHEART DANCE! 

LUNCH BUNCH 

https://onrealm.org/unityfortmill/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=NjBhYjIyN2QtYjM0
Zi00MzM3LWE5YzAtYjNjYTAxMzE3Yjcw 

mailto:mmonroe@UnityFortMill.org
https://onrealm.org/unityfortmill/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=NjBhYjIyN2QtYjM0Zi00MzM3LWE5YzAtYjNjYTAxMzE3Yjcw
https://onrealm.org/unityfortmill/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=NjBhYjIyN2QtYjM0Zi00MzM3LWE5YzAtYjNjYTAxMzE3Yjcw
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Dear Friends, 
A few weeks ago I had the opportunity to travel with Union Presbyterian Seminary on their Journey to Freedom travel seminar. For 
nine days, I traveled with 34 people from Charlotte, across seven states through the south. On our first day of travel, we were 
reminded of the words of the prophet Micah, who said, 
 
“He has told you, O mortal, what is good, and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice and to love kindness and to walk 
humbly with your God?” - Micah 6:8 
 
These words of scripture reminded us that if we are to take our call to lives of faithful witness to Jesus Christ seriously, then doing 
the work of justice is not an option, it is a requirement. To do justice today requires first going to the past to understand where the 
injustice began. Mile after mile, as we traveled, we traced the roots of the north Atlantic slave trade all the way to the bondage of 
mass incarceration today. We visited plantations and museums, churches and countless memorials remembering lives that have been 
lost since the slave trade first came to the shores of the United States in 1619. 
 
Along our travels, we had the unique honor of listening to the testimony of a Freedom Rider, Hezekiah Watkins. He talked to us for 
nearly an hour at the Mississippi Civil Rights Museum. He was arrested just for being at the bus station one day when he was 13 years 
old before he actually participated in the freedom rides. He survived being placed on death row and had the courage to join the 
Freedom Riders even after his ordeal. In Selma Alabama, we also were able to meet and listen to the story of a survivor of Bloody 
Sunday, Annie Pearl Avery. When we asked her how long she was actively working with SNCC, the (Student Nonviolent 
Coordinating Committee), she replied, “I’m still active, and we are still working.” 
 
I was particularly moved when we visited the Equal Justice Initiative’s National Memorial for Peace and Justice in Montgomery. 
There are hanging pillars representing lynchings that have taken place in the United States. When you enter the memorial, the pillars 
are level with the ground, so you begin by walking in between them. As you follow the walkway, the ground sinks lower and lower so 
eventually the pillars hang above your head, and you are forced to look up at them. I stood under the pillar labeled “York County, 
South Carolina,” for quite some time. I will never forget the grief I felt there. 
 
This trip was emotionally challenging most days but also filled with 
hope. Hope in the words of Hezekiah Watkins who told us anyone 
can start a movement. Hope in the stories of those previously 
incarcerated who talked to us about compassion and forgiveness. 
Hope in the work that non-profits are doing like the Equal Justice 
Initiative. Hope in the fact that we are not required to do the work 
of justice alone. 
 
For those who are interested, I will give a larger presentation of my 
trip on Sunday, March 22nd at 10:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. I 
hope you will join me for conversation then. I will have more 
photos and be able to share more with you all then. For now, I will 
close by saying thank you for the time away for this transformative 
learning opportunity. 
 
Peace and love, 
Rev. Molly Spangler 

JOURNEY TO FREEDOM: CIVIL RIGHTS & SOCIAL JUSTICE IN THE SOUTH 

EJI’s National Memorial for 
Peace and Justice 

York County, SC pillar for 
lynching victims 

The Edmund Pettus Bridge in Selma Some of us with Freedom Rider 
Hezekiah Watkins 

Our Travel Group 
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All high school youth are invited to join us from March 20-22, 
2026 for a weekend in Montreat as we rest, play, unplug, worship, 
serve, and are reminded of our identities as beloved children of 
God! Visit https://bit.ly/HS-Montreat-Weekend for more 
information and to register. Registration closes February 1st! 

REGISTER FOR HS MONTREAT WEEKEND 

MASSANETTA SPRINGS MS CONFERENCE MONTREAT YOUTH CONFERENCE 

YOUTH SUNDAY 

https://bit.ly/HS-Montreat-Weekend
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It has been a joyful and exciting year at Unity Preschool. We began our school 
year in September with 58 children in five classes.  We ended 2025 with a 
beautiful Christmas program in the Sanctuary. We are grateful to teach these 
beautiful children that God’s love is always with us. 
 
UNITY PRESCHOOL REGISTRATION 
Unity Preschool registration for the 2026-2027 school year is now open. 
Please visit the Unity Preschool website (www.unitypreschool.org) for 
important dates, forms, tour information, and details. Registration forms for 
new students are due Monday, January 26th. Please e-mail 
Linda Bunge (preschoolatunity@gmail.com) if you have any questions. 
  
HOW CAN I HELP UNITY PRESCHOOL? 

• Amazon Wish List: You can help by purchasing one of the items on the Unity Preschool Amazon Wish List. These are 
primarily items that we use regularly throughout the year that often need replenishing. https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/
ls/1AODLHWQMIRP6?ref_=wl_share 

• Monetary Donation: Make a monetary gift to support our programming. Please donate online to “Preschool” (include 
“donation” in the Notes) or make checks payable to “Unity Preschool” with “donation” on the memo line. 

• Playground Kitchen Items: During the Christmas Break, we remodeled our Park! We are looking for used sturdy kitchenware 
(pots, pans, large utensils) that our children can use in our outdoor play space! You can drop them off in Linda’s office located in 
the Nursery/Preschool/Music area in the Sanctuary Building. 

• Volunteer: Sign up to volunteer as a classroom volunteer or a behind-the-scenes volunteer. Schedules are flexible. 

• Share the News: Encourage your friends and family to attend Unity Preschool. 
 
Thank you in advance for your support of Unity Preschool and our programs. 

UNITY PRESCHOOL UPDATE  

SAVE THE DATE FOR MDSF LUNCHEON! 

http://www.unitypreschool.org
mailto:preschoolatunity@gmail.com
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/1AODLHWQMIRP6?ref_=wl_share
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/1AODLHWQMIRP6?ref_=wl_share
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DEADLINE TO RECEIVE NOMINATIONS FEBRUARY 8, 2026 
 
Each year the Women of Unity nominate and select an extraordinary woman to receive the 
Presbyterian Women Honorary Life Membership Award. This is a national honor originating in 
1912 from the Presbyterian Women in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A). It recognizes women that 
are known for their commitment to Christ and the mission of the church. This award honors the 
woman who has given of herself over her lifetime in devoted service to her church and community. 
A woman who has impacted the lives of many with her love, generosity, and actions. 
 
The following guidelines apply for this nomination: 

• Any woman who has been active member of Unity Presbyterian Church for no less than 5 years. 

• The nominee should be no younger than 30 years of age. 

• The nominee may or may not be currently active in a Women of Unity Circle. 

• Consider how this nominee has used her time and talents to service God, the church, her family and the community. 
 
Questions? Contact Dorothy Gambrell at gambrelld@yahoo.com. 

PW HONORARY LIFE MEMBER AWARD 2026 

mailto:gambrelld@yahoo.com
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The New Year brings many emotions – Hopeful expectations or events to look forward to with excitement, or 
in some cases, sad memories, unexpected changes, or the challenge of facing a new year without a loved one. 
 
When you need someone to talk to about your challenges, please consider requesting a Stephen Minister by 
contacting one of our referral coordinators, Susan Mobley or Dave Johnson, via email at 
Stephenministryreferrals@unityfortmill.org or call Rev. Spangler at the church office - 803-547-5543 
 
Our Stephen Ministers are here to care! 

STEPHEN MINISTRY 

2026 SANCTUARY FLOWERS SIGN UP CALENDAR 

Would you like to honor a family member, friend, or a special group of people? Placing 
fresh flowers in the sanctuary to the glory of God is a perfect way to remember and 
celebrate a special person/s or occasion in your life.   
 
Dates for 2026 have now been added to a sign-up genius for reserving a Sunday to place 
flowers in the sanctuary. You may visit https://bit.ly/2026-Flower-Calendar and complete 
the steps for selecting your choice of Sunday(s). All instructions are included. If you have 
questions, please contact Michaela Braswell at mbraswell@UnityFortMill.org or 803-547-
5543 ext. 130). 
 
Early sign-up is recommended to ensure the Sunday of your choice. 
 
“We are all flowers in God’s Garden.” 
- Karen Sweeney-Ryall 

SECOND HARVEST EVENT—FEBRUARY 27TH 

A Second Harvest Food Distribution event is planned for Friday morning, February 27th, 2026 from 8:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. All 
ages are welcome to come and help distribute food. The process is simple and very similar to grocery shopping. Based on what the 
truck delivers, we divide the content by 150 families (our historic average of participation) and place that portion of each grocery 
item into a rolling grocery cart. We then roll the cart and load the contents into our guest’s cars. Bring any paper or plastic grocery 
bags that you have available. Volunteers to transport any remaining foods to the Fort Mill Care Center, and help recycling cardboard 
and shipping pallets is the most difficult and most appreciated for those having that type of ability. Call or text Jim Boyd if you have 
questions (803.984.2277).  

mailto:Stephenministryreferrals@unityfortmill.org
https://bit.ly/2026-Flower-Calendar
mailto:mbraswell@UnityFortMill.org
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YEAR TO DATE 2025-2026 BUDGET  

In September 2025, Unity launched a Door Access Control System for 8 of our 45 exterior doors. 
 
Door Access Control System 
Our project is now complete.  All 45 exterior doors have been rekeyed. If you need access to any of our 
buildings after regular business hours, please contact the church office ahead of time. 
 
When you see the round, white circle, Just Pull Open.  No need to turn the handle or push down the 
thumb latch. 
 
A round circle indicates the door is unlocked.  
 
For meetings, Bible studies, etc. that are listed on the church’s event calendar, the door will be unlocked 20 minutes before 
start time and lock 20 minutes after start time.  
 
Should you have questions regarding the new door system, click here to email our Director Of Operations, Zeno Wall 
(zwall@unityfortmill.org) 
 
Thank you for your assistance in keeping Unity’s campus safe. 

DOOR ACCESS CONTROL SYSTEM UPDATE 

https://app.espace.cool/ClientApi/FullMonth/17077?calendarId=2176
mailto:zwall@unityfortmill.org
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Return Service Requested 

Unity Presbyterian Church 
303 Tom Hall Street 

PO Box 1267 
Fort Mill, SC 29716-1267 

 
www.UnityFortMill.org 

JOIN US SUNDAY 
 

 8:45 a.m.  
In-Person/Livestream 

Worship 
 

11:00 a.m.  
In-Person/Livestream 

Worship 

Share Your  

Tithes and Offerings 

Online 

Thank you for supporting God’s ministry through Unity Presbyterian Church. 


