
 
 
 

The Service for the Lord’s Day 
Third Sunday After Epiphany 

11:00 a.m. Worship Service 
January 25, 2026 

 
“United in Christ’s love, we glorify God through worship, nurture, and service to all people.” 

 
WE CELEBRATE GOD’S LOVE 

  
Prelude                         The Call                 arr. Burkhardt 
 
Welcome, Offering, and Announcements 
 
Call to Worship              

ONE:  In the sea of life’s daily stress and strife,  
  in the struggle to keep our heads above the waves, 
  Jesus calls to us from the shore: Follow me! 
MANY:  God gathers us into new boats built with room for friend and stranger. 
ONE:  “Follow me and use your gifts with purpose. 
  Follow me and build abundant life for all people.” 
MANY:  We will be weavers of community, architects of justice, gardeners of peace. 
  We will follow Jesus. 

 
Prayer of Confession 

MANY: Gracious Lord, your face, turned toward us, is our light and our salvation. We confess how 
often we have turned away from you – distracted by chores and obligations, embroiled in quarrels and 
contests, reluctant to follow your lead and live lives marked by obedience and sacrifice. O God, call to 
us once more and give us a heart to follow. Help us to heed your word and spirit for you call us to 
seek your face.  
 

Silent Prayer of Confession 
 
Assurance of Pardon 

ONE:  God offers forgiveness to those who turn to God in true repentance. Therefore, trust in God who  
  breaks the bonds of our oppression and covers us in mercy.  
MANY:  This is the good news of the Gospel. In Jesus Christ we are forgiven!  
  

WE PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD 

 
Scripture Reading                                                              Matthew 4:18-23  
 
Sermon                                  “Follow Me”                              Rev. Dr. Matt Rich 
 
Special Music                       Will You Come and Follow Me                                                 arr. Eithun  

Joyful Ringers 
 
 
 



WE RESPOND TO GOD’S CALL 
 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer  
MANY: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

Charge and Benediction 
 

Leading Worship this morning: 
Rev. Dr. Matt Rich, Senior Pastor 

Rev. Molly Spangler, Associate Pastor 
Margaret Monroe, Director of Music 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO CONNECT, WORSHIP, GROW, AND SERVE 

 
Please note that activities and events scheduled for Sunday, January 25th and/or Monday, 

January 26th, are subject to the weather. Please stay posted for any closure announcements. 
 
 

Celebration of Rev. Dr. Mark Verdery’s Ministry at Unity 
AS MARK VERDERY CONCLUDES HIS MINISTRY as Parish Associate at Unity on 
Sunday, February 15th, we will take time to remember and celebrate all the many gifts that Mark 
has shared with us. From visits to more members that we can count (especially our senior 
members), faithful and moving sermons and prayers, gathering with caregivers and those who 
grieve, and a quick smile and laugh, Mark’s ministry has shaped our life together over the last five 
years. We hope that you will join us for worship on Sunday, February 15th for a time of 
recognition and that you’ll take a moment to speak to Mark during the congregational 
breakfast at 10:00 a.m. that morning. If you’d like to send a note or card of appreciation, please 
send those to the church office (303 Tom Hall Street) and we’ll present them to Mark at the 
congregational breakfast. Most of all our prayers surround Mark and his wife Franny for the days 
that are to come. 

 
Children’s Ministry 

SIGN UP NOW FOR OUR CHILDREN and FAMILIES' 
SWEETHEART DANCE! Dads, moms, and grandparents —grab your 
little sweetheart and enjoy a fun daytime date filled with love, laughter, and 
lots of smiles! The Children’s Ministry is hosting a Sweetheart Dance for our 
preschool and elementary school aged children on February 7th from 4:30–
6:00 PM, and you’re invited! Put on your dancing shoes and join us for an 
afternoon of music, fun activities, and sweet memories with the ones you 
love. The cost is $5 per person with a family cap of $25. Scan the QR code to register by 
February 1st! 
 
LOOKING FOR VOLUNTEERS TO HELP WITH SWEETHEART DANCE: Help 
Children’s Ministry host a fun sweetheart dance for children and a parent or grandparent. Sign up 
here: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409054CAAAE2FA3FB6-61703556-volunteer.  
 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR 2026 CHILDREN’S MINISTRY SUMMER CAMPS: 

• VBS & Mission Camp – June 15-18, Ages 4 – Completed 3rd Grade (VBS), Completed 4th 
and 5th Grades (Mission Camp). Registration opens on March 2nd, 2026. 

• Grands Camp – July 21-23, Ages 4 -5th grade with a Grandparent or Surrogate Grandparent. 
Registration opens March 23rd, 2026. 

 

 

WELCOME 
 

Whether you are visiting 
for the first time, or are 
a long-time member, we 
are blessed to have you 
with us.   
 
As a congregation, we 
seek to live as people 
united in Jesus Christ. 
Our church consists of 
people of all ages and 
stages on faith’s journey, 
from those new to faith 
to those who have 
honed their faith for 
decades. We consider 
this one of Unity’s  
greatest gifts.  We see 
o u r s e l v e s  a s  a n         
ever-widening family 
with room for everyone.  
We tend to worship in 
some pretty traditional 
ways. We study the 
scriptures and seek to 
understand the teachings 
and actions of Jesus. We 
sing many of the same 
hymns our grandparents 
sang. Yet, in our preach-
ing and our   prayers, we 
wrestle with the chal-
lenges of the modern 
world.  
 
We hope your heart will 
hear something personal 
and relevant this    
morning - a word of 
comfort, a spur to    
action, a call to a deeper 
connection with the 
God who loves you! 
After the service, stick 
around for a few 
minutes. Introduce 
yourself to one of the 
pastors.  If you cannot 
stay or are worshiping 
with us online, please 
visit our website. See if 
this is a place and a  
people that God is   
calling you to be a part 
of, a place and a people 
where you might invest 
yourself in the amazing 
work God is doing, a 
place and a people you 
just might call home. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409054CAAAE2FA3FB6-61703556-volunteer


Congregational Care 
FOOD AND FELLOWSHIP! Join us on Sunday, February 15th for a Congregational Breakfast in the Fellowship 
Hall at 10:00 a.m. We will gather for a delicious pancake breakfast before Lent begins and get to enjoy some fellowship 
with one another. We will also take time during breakfast to say thank you to Rev. Dr. Mark Verdery for his ministry with 
us these last several years.  Everyone is invited to come have breakfast and visit with Mark on his last Sunday with us as 
Parish Associate.  Save the date on your calendar, and no need to sign up, just plan to show up.  We hope to see you there. 
 
CIRCLE OF GRACE – A GRANDMOTHERS’ PRAYER GATHERING - Grandmothers are invited to join 
the Circle of Grace, a warm and welcoming group dedicated to praying for our grandchildren. We gather out of love for 
them, hope for their future, and a desire to engage our faith through intentional prayer. This group meets on the last 
Thursday of every month at 10:00 a.m. in the Heritage Room. Our next meeting is Thursday, January 29th. Come 
and share in this time of encouragement, fellowship, and prayer as we lift up the next generation. If you have any questions 
or need more information, please don’t hesitate to reach out to Joan DeBruyn via text at (919) 441-0627. 

 
Endowment 

AS YOU CONTEMPLATE YOUR LEGACY, please consider including Unity in your estate planning. 
 
Faith Formation 

MONDAY MUSINGS meets each Monday from 9:30 - 10:30 a.m. with the pastors in Room M201 for conversation 
about and study of Sunday’s sermon and scripture texts. 
 
SUNDAY MORNING FAITH FORMATION for all ages continues today at 10:00 a.m. A list of all classes and room 
numbers are below. Scan the QR code to learn more about each adult offering and find the place that is right for 
you. Find a place to grow in your faith this year.  
 

Children                   Youth    Adults  
Birth - 3 years: S103 & S104        6th & 7th Grades: M106  As a Child: M312 
4K – Kindergarten: M203   Confirmation (8th): M107 Faith Connections: Historic Sanctuary 
1st-2nd Grades: M205                High School: M108  Fellowship: M201 
3rd - 5th Grades: M208                    The Bereans: M210 (and on Zoom*) 
                    Unity: M102 

* Contact Kathryn McGregor at KMcGregor@UnityFortMill.org for the Zoom link.   

 
A SCOTLAND PLANNING MEETING will be held on Sunday, February 8th from 2:30-3:30 p.m. in Room M312 
for all those traveling on our Scotland Pilgrimage in April. If you need a Zoom link, please contact Kathryn McGregor at 
KMcGregor@UnityFortMill.org.  
 
ALL-CHURCH READ COMING DURING LENT. Our All-Church Read this year will be Surrender to Love: Discovering 
the Heart of Christian Spirituality by David G. Benner. "In this profound book, David Benner explores the twin themes of 
love and surrender as the heart of Christian spirituality. Through careful examination of Scripture and reflection on the 
Christian tradition, Benner shows how God bids us to trust fully in his perfect love." Books will be on sale beginning 
February 1st for $10.75 in the Narthex on Sundays and in the church office during the week.  A variety of five-week 
small groups will also open for registration on February 1st. Groups will meet weekly from the week on February 
22nd through the week of March 22nd.  
 

Fellowship Ministry 
LUNCH BUNCH: WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 28TH @12:00 NOON - Join us on Wednesday, January 28th for 
lunch and listen to Unity member, Robert Ryals, a historical speaker! Robert holds a master’s degree in informative Studies 
and History from Florida State University. He has delivered interpretive talks for museums, national parks, and other 
organizations. The primary focus of his talk is about the 1780’s, during the American Revolution, and the Campaign in the 
South Carolina backcountry. This includes a scripted autobiographical program about the Reverend William Martin, a 
devout Ulster-Scots Presbyterian minister, of the backcountry of South Carolina. It will be very informative afternoon! 
Please bring your sandwich or salad for lunch. Drinks, chips, and desserts are provided. 
 

Health Ministry 
BLOOD DRIVE - Unity will host the first blood drive of 2026 on Tuesday, January 27th, from 2:30-7:00 p.m. in the 
Fellowship Hall. Appointments are preferred, but walk-ins are accepted. To make an appointment, or for more 
information, please visit www.RedCrossBlood.org and enter sponsor code “Unity”. You can save some time by doing your 
Rapid Pass online. 

mailto:KMcGregor@UnityFortMill.org
mailto:KMcGregor@UnityFortMill.org
http://www.RedCrossBlood.org


Hospitality and Evangelism (H&E) 
CAMPUS TOUR TODAY - Regardless of how long you’ve been attending Unity, members of the H&E team will be 
guiding a tour of the church buildings today, Sunday, January 25th. The tour will start in the Fellowship Hall at 10:00 a.m. 
 

Outreach 
HONDURAS TRIP INFORMATIONAL MEETING TODAY - Join us in the Hospitality Room (M201) today, 
January 25th, 2026 at 4:00 p.m. to learn about the summer mission trip to Honduras. Bring a friend! 
 
NEXT SUNDAY IS PEANUT BUTTER & JELLY SUNDAY.  Last month, we collected 676 lbs. of food and 
supplies for the Fort Mill Care Center, including 257 lbs. donated at the Birthday Party for Jesus. Current needs for the 
Care Center include canned milk, canned pineapple, canned roast beef, green enchilada sauce, diced green chiles, and fruit 
cups. They also need perishable food items such as butter, cheese, eggs, and frozen chicken breasts or thighs. 
(NOTE: They are currently well stocked on peanut butter, green beans, corn, and mac & cheese.) Please bring 
your donations and deposit them in the collection box in the Narthex any time you are at church. You can also drop off 
donations, including any refrigerated items, directly at the Fort Mill Care Center. They are open MWF 9:00 AM to noon 
and Wednesday from 5 to 7 PM.  Please have them weigh the donation and please send an Email with the total weight to 
Larry Terrell at larry.terrell@sbcglobal.net. Thank you again for generously sharing God's love with our neighbors in need.   
 
SECOND HARVEST FOOD DISTRIBUTION EVENT - A Second Harvest Food Distribution event is planned for 
Friday morning, February 27th, 2026 from 8:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. All ages are welcome to come and help distribute 
food. The process is simple and very similar to grocery shopping. Based on what the truck delivers, we divide the content 
by 150 families (our historic average of participation) and place that portion of each grocery item into a rolling grocery cart. 
We then roll the cart and load the contents into our guest’s cars. Bring any paper or plastic grocery bags that you have 
available. Volunteers to transport any remaining foods to the Fort Mill Care Center, and help recycling cardboard and 
shipping pallets is the most difficult and most appreciated for those having that type of ability. Call or text Jim Boyd if you 
have questions (803.984.2277).  
 

Stephen Ministry 
UNITY PRESBYTERIAN IS A STEPHEN MINISTER CHURCH - Stephen Ministers are members of Unity 
Presbyterian Church who have gone through 50 hours of training to provide confidential, one-on-one Christian care to 
people who are facing a crisis or simply going through a difficult time. A Stephen Minister meets with his or her care 
receiver once a week for around an hour to listen, care, pray, and provide emotional and spiritual encouragement. Men are 
matched with male Stephen Ministers, and women are matched with female Stephen Ministers. To find out more about 
how you or someone you know could be matched with a Stephen Minister, talk with Susan Mobley or Dave Johnson, via 
email at Stephenministryreferrals@unityfortmill.org or call Rev. Molly Spangler at (803) 547-5543.  
 

Unity Preschool 
UNITY PRESCHOOL REGISTRATION: Unity Preschool registration for the 2026-2027 school year is now open. 
Please visit the Unity Preschool website (www.unitypreschool.org) for important dates, forms, tour information, and 
details. Registration forms for new students are due Monday, January 26th. Please e-mail Linda Bunge at 
preschoolatunity@gmail.com if you have any questions. 
 
UNITY PRESCHOOL AMAZON WISH LIST: You can help by purchasing an item on the Unity Preschool Amazon 
Wish List. These are items that we use regularly throughout the year that often need replenishing.  Please visit the Unity 
Preschool website (www.unitypreschool.org) for a link to our Amazon Wish List. 
 
UNITY PRESCHOOL PARK KITCHEN ITEMS: During the Christmas Break, we remodeled our Park! We are 
looking for used sturdy kitchenware (e.g., pots, pans, large utensils) that our children can use in our outdoor play space! 
You can drop them off in Linda’s office, located in the Nursery/Preschool/Music area in the Sanctuary Building. 
 

Women of Unity  
SAVE THE DATE - Mother, Daughter, Sister, Friend Luncheon will be on Sunday, March 15th, 2026 from 12:00 p.m. 
to 1:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. All Mothers, Daughters, Sisters, and Friends are invited! We will have a catered 
lunch by Flipside Café. This year’s program includes a presentation by Sharon Collins, author of Becoming His Masterpiece, 
and the presentation of Women of Unity's 2026 Honorary Life Member winner! Tickets will be available soon! 
 

mailto:larry.terrell@sbcglobal.net
mailto:Stephenministryreferrals@unityfortmill.org
http://www.unitypreschool.org
mailto:preschoolatunity@gmail.com
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PW HONORARY LIFE MEMBER AWARD 2026 - Each year the Women of Unity nominate and select an 
extraordinary woman to receive the Presbyterian Women Honorary Life Membership Award. This is a national honor 
originating in 1912 from the Presbyterian Women in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A). It recognizes women that are known 
for their commitment to Christ and the mission of the church. This award honors the woman who has given of herself 
over her lifetime in devoted service to her church and community. A woman who has impacted the lives of many with her 
love, generosity, and actions. 
The following guidelines apply for this nomination: 

• Any woman who has been active member of Unity Presbyterian Church for no less than 5 years. 

• The nominee should be no younger than 30 years of age. 

• The nominee may or may not be currently active in a Women of Unity Circle. 

• Consider how this nominee has used her time and talents to service God, the church, her family and the community. 
Questions? Contact Dorothy Gambrell at gambrelld@yahoo.com. Nomination forms can be found in the Narthex or 
WOU Box (yellow manila envelopes - one with empty forms and one for completed forms) or completed forms can be 
dropped by the church office. Deadline to submit nominations is February 8th!  
 
PLEASE KEEP IN TOUCH with all things happening with the Women of Unity by sending an email to 
wouministry@gmail.com. We would love to add you to our communications! Follow us on Instagram: @woufortmill. 
 

Worship and Music 
MUSIC CAMP VOLUNTEERS NEEDED – Unity is holding our first ever Music Camp in February! We need lots of 
hands to help our campers bring the musical Called to life. There are many ways you can be involved – with arts and crafts, 
with sets and costumes, and especially by just being with our campers and helping them get from activity to activity! There 
is a great need for shepherds – both adults and youth. Music Camp is February 16-20, 9:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Even if you 
can only be there for part of the week, that would be a great help! Please reach out to Margaret Monroe at 
mmonroe@UnityFortMill.org or 803-547-5543 if you can help.  
 
2026 FLOWER CALENDAR SIGN UP - Would you like to honor a family member, friend, or a special group of 
people? Placing fresh flowers in the sanctuary to the glory of God is a perfect way to remember and celebrate a special 
person/s or occasion in your life. You may order flowers from a local florist or provide your own arrangement with 
flowers from your yard or another place of business that sells fresh-cut flowers. Your name along with the name or 
occasion being honored will be printed in the church bulletin. Dates for 2026 have now been added to a sign-up genius for 
reserving a Sunday to place flowers in the sanctuary. You may click here and complete the steps for selecting your choice 
of Sunday(s). All instructions are included. If you have questions, please contact Michaela Braswell at 
mbraswell@UnityFortMill.org or 803-547-5543 ext. 130). Early sign-up is recommended to ensure the Sunday of your 
choice. 
  

Youth Ministry         
SIGN UP FOR THE 2026 UNITY YOUTH LENT CHALLENGE! Sign up now to receive a daily text message 
during all 40 days of Lent with prompts designed to invite you into deeper relationship with God and others. Text 
LENT2026 to the number 84576 to join us. The challenge began on Ash Wednesday and is open to all!   
 
 
REGISTER NOW FOR HIGH SCHOOL SNOW TUBING DAY on Monday, February 2nd! 
Scan the QR code for more details and registration. 

 
 
REGISTRATION FOR THE HIGH SCHOOL MONTREAT WEEKEND RETREAT CLOSES 
ON FEBRUARY 1ST! All high schoolers are invited to join March 20-22nd for a weekend of rest, 
renewal, and fun in Montreat. Scan the code to register by February 1st.  
 
 

REGISTRATION FOR UNITY YOUTH SUMMER TRIPS CLOSES ON MARCH 1ST! Middle schoolers are 
headed to Massanetta Middle School Conference and high schoolers are headed to Montreat. Register now on Realm! 
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