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Life at Unity 
December 16, 2025 

Since 1788… United in Christ’s 
love, we glorify God through worship, 

nurture, and service to all people. 

The deadline to submit items for 
the January 7th, 2026 Newsletter is 
Wednesday, December 31st, 2025. 

 
 

PLEASE WELCOME THE 
FOLLOWING NEW 

MEMBERS RECEIVED BY 
SESSION 12/2/2025 

  
Brooke Lopuch with her son, 
Shane 
 
Justin & Emily Reaves with 
their daughter, Katie 
 
Beth Spratt 
 
Zack & Allyson Spratt with 
their children, Sutton & Harper 
 
Chris & Marsha True 
 
Tatum True 
 
Teague True 

MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR 

Dear Friends, 
 
 This year on Christmas Eve, Wednesday, December 24th,  we will gather for five different 
worship services as we celebrate God’s love coming down to us in the birth of Jesus Christ our Lord. To 
help you determine which service or services you might like to attend, I wanted to share a bit more about 
each one. 
 

11 AM - Children and Family Christmas Eve Service – Mary’s Treasure Box. 
This is a casual, joyful, energetic, fun, and meaningful service in which children, youth, and 
adults can experience the Christmas story in a participatory way. There will be special music by 
some of our children and children’s choirs, familiar Christmas carols, scripture readings, a visit 
from Jesus’ mother Mary, and a special gift to unwrap and remember the birth of Jesus. The 
service is about 40 minutes long and, because we hope children of all ages will come, there is 
no nursery.    

 
2 PM - Service of Scripture Lessons and Singing Familiar Carols, with Communion 

This is a new service for us this year and will be Unity’s version of a traditional Lessons and 
Carols service. With seven scripture readings and the singing of favorite Christmas carols, we 
will celebrate Christ’s birth. There will be a homily and we’ll conclude the service with 
communion and singing Joy to the World. This will be a great service for those who might 
want to avoid being out after dark as it includes all the traditions of Christmas Eve except for 
candlelight. Nursery will be available for those 5 and younger. 

 
4 PM - Service with Chancel Choir, Communion, and Candlelight 

This was our most popular service last year with over 650 in attendance (in a sanctuary that 
comfortably seats 450!). In a similar format to last year, this service will include a variety of 
special music pieces, musicians, and the Unity Chancel Choir. In addition to the music, we will 
encounter the birth of Christ through four scripture readings, singing of several favorite 
Christmas carols, a homily, and celebration of communion by intinction. The service will 
conclude with the lighting of candles and singing Silent Night. Nursery will be available for 
those 5 and younger. 

 
6 PM - Service with Special Music, Communion, and Candlelight 

Last year the 6 PM service was a full service as well with more than 450 in attendance (so 
comfortably full but not overflowing). It will follow a similar format to the 4 PM service with 
special music provided by several of Unity’s youth as well as a guest or two. We’ll hear 
scriptures and the same homily as at 2 PM and 4 PM, sing favorite carols, and celebrate 
communion by intinction. This service also concludes with the lighting of candles and singing 
Silent Night. Nursery will be available for those 5 and younger. 

 
11 PM - Service with Scripture Lessons, Familiar Carols, Communion, and Candlelight  

The final service of the night is a quieter, reflective service that will follow a similar pattern to 
the 2 PM service. Seven scripture readings, singing of favorite Christmas carols, a homily, 
special music, and communion will lead us through our celebration of Christ’s birth. As the 
hour draws close to midnight, we’ll light candles and sing Silent Night to mark the dawn of 
Christmas Day. Due to the late hour, nursery will not be available for this service. 

 
 I hope that helps you get a sense of the various services available for you to attend on 
Christmas Eve. We’ve mentioned before that last year we welcomed more than 1400 people for worship 
on Christmas Eve and we anticipate that we will celebrate Christ’s birth with even more this year. What 
an amazing gift that we look forward to celebrating with you as “love comes down” into our hearts, 
lives, and world once more. 
 
See you Sunday! 
Matt 

STAY IN TOUCH 

Whether you are looking for a 

specific activity or the latest news 

and information on children, 

youth, and adults, visit us at . . . 

Website: www.UnityFortMill.org 

Instagram: @UnityFortMill 

Facebook: @UnityFortMill 

Be sure to “like” our page. 
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EARLY JANUARY 
BIRTHDAYS 

 
1 -- Michelle Batchelor; Jill 
Brooks; Noah Cioni; Bob 
Hermanns  
 
2 -- Paula Jackson; Sarah Jane 
Knight; Madeline Mellone; 
Nicolas Schuhmacher; Ronda 
Williams  
 
3 -- Mark Evans; Nick 
Grossoehme; Mary Sue 
McGrath  
 
4 -- Chris Cost; Angie Darnell; 
Allie Hart; Michele Planitzer; 
Todd Scott; Hannah Swainey; 
Carole Tuthill; David Walker  
 
5 -- Ned Chamberlain; Ralph 
Edwards; Mackenzie Fish; 
Christine Honeycutt; John 
Whitten  
 
6 -- Don Christensen; Teri 
Couchenour; Brady Kuebler; 
Linda Weaver; Todd Wright  
 
7 -- Teresa Campbell; Jen 
McCormack; Tyler Newberry; 
Chris Zerkus  
 
8 -- Nolan Darnell; Michele 
Mari; Elise Nordgren; Evelyn 
Poore  
 
9 -- Anne Cardozo; Valerie 
Parise; Mckenna Sainz  
 
10 -- Dee Dee Ary; Carol Heim; 
Kevin Hennessy; Sherry 
Mannell; Quinn Monroe; Tim 
Whitten  
 
11 -- Rick Baxley; Susan 
Bullard; Terri Reid; Ed Sidwell; 
Cora Standley; Wes Stephens; 
Virgil White  
 
12 -- Scott Brooks; Tradd Estes; 
JoAnna Pearson; Cindy Ware  
 
13 -- Zachary Evans  
 
14 -- Maddie Barhorst; Corey 
Cameron; Mason Fox; Mills 
Nelson  
 
15 -- George Bujoreanu; 
Ramsey Key; Debbie Kimsey  

On December 17th, we will meet for our annual Christmas covered 
dish luncheon in Fellowship Hall!  Please bring your favorite dish to 
share and join the festive fun.  Drinks are included.  Patsy Surratt, our 
former Music Director at Unity, will entertain us with beautiful piano 
music and a few sing-a longs, as well.  Back by popular demand will be 
our cookie exchange.  Here are a few instructions if you are 
participating: Make 3 dozen cookies and place 6 cookies in 6 bags. Put 
your name and the type of cookie on each bag.  When you arrive, put 

your bagged cookies on the designated table and wait for the signal from the host to select your 
6 bags to take home. Come and enjoy the holiday season with a variety of food and good cheer! 

CHURCH STAFF CHRISTMAS MORNING OF SERVICE AND LUNCHEON 

Instead of a traditional Christmas party, the Unity Church staff has embraced a tradition of 
volunteering together at one of our local mission partners and then enjoying lunch. This year, 
on Wednesday, December 3, the staff served at the Children’s Attention Home (https://
attentionhome.org/), a partner whose mission is to provide a temporary care shelter in which a 
young person can experience an individualized attention and compassionate support until a 
permanent home can be found. We decorated various areas of campus, prepared Christmas 
Cards for mailing to the home’s many volunteers and donors and learned more about this 
important ministry. 

UNITY’S CHRISTMAS POST OFFICE 

Cards are a wonderful way to express our love and care for each 
other. What better way to show someone you care than sending a 
Christmas greeting through Unity’s own Christmas Post Office. 
New Horizons Circle has provided Unity’s Christmas Post Office 
for our Unity members. You will find the mailboxes in the 
hallway just outside the Narthex. 
 
Guidelines: 

• Address your cards with first and last names of your Unity friends 

• Place your Christmas cards to Unity members in the appropriate boxes 

• Place the money you would have used for postage in one of the boxes on each end of the 
mailboxes 

• Check your box frequently to retrieve your mail, even if you didn’t send your greetings 
through Unity Christmas Post 

 
The postage money will go into our Emergency Assistance Fund to use to help those in need. If 
you write a check for your postage, please mark it “Unity Post”. This will be tax deductible. Unity’s 
Christmas Post Office will be open through January 5th. Unclaimed cards will be available in the 
Narthex through January 12th, and then will be recycled. Christmas Blessings to all! 

LUNCH BUNCH: DECEMBER 17 AT 12:00 NOON 

https://attentionhome.org/
https://attentionhome.org/
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HEALTH TIP: 

STAYING ACTIVE IN THE 
COLD WEATHER 

 
It can be hard to stay moving in 
the winter months when going 

outside seems more like a 
chore.  Here are some tips for 

staying active!! 
 

If you have little ones, consider 
a “snuggle walk”.  Whether 
during nap time or not, try 

filling the stroller with blankets 
and bundling everyone up for 

some cozy fresh air.  With older 
kids, take a stroll with a hot 
chocolate to make it more 

exciting and warm!!  
 

Always fun for kids, and adults 
too is a mini-trampoline. 

Bouncing/rebounding has 
decreased joint impact and just 
10 minutes is equivalent to 30 

minutes of running.  
 

Walking pads or walking mats 
are great for indoor walks! They 
take up very little space, and you 

can watch your favorite 
Christmas movies while walking 

and then put it away.  
 

Use technology to your 
advantage!  There are lots of 

virtual fitness platforms for all 
ages.  Take an at home dance 

class, yoga class, or anything you 
enjoy.  One of my favorite ways 

to exercise at home and get 
variety is searching YouTube 

for fun new workouts.   
 

Another great resource if you 
have a YMCA membership, or 

are willing to get one, is 
YMCA360. You can access on-

demand and live-streamed 
fitness classes, youth programs, 
along with nutrition and well-

being tips all from home. 

Christmas and the holidays are a time of joy and celebration 
for many. And yet they are also a time in which we are 
acutely aware of those who are not present with us. Whether 
due to death, estrangement, or distance our loved ones no 
longer sit beside us in the pew or at the dinner table. Once 
again this year, Unity Presbyterian Church will offer a “God 
with Us: A Blue Christmas Service” on Sunday, December 
21st at 5:30 p.m. in the Historic Sanctuary. It will be a 
service of prayer, scripture, light, and hope designed to be of 
comfort for those who find this time of year so difficult. 

The service is also a time when our entire congregation can gather together to surround those 
in pain with our prayers and our care as together we bear witness to the light that still shines. 

GOD WITH US: A BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE 

Many thanks to everyone who participated in this year’s Angel Tree 
outreach program! Many smiles and tears were shared as families 
came to receive their gifts. It is such a joy knowing that Unity helps 
others in our community enjoy a wonderful Christmas!  

UNITY ANGEL TREE UPDATE 

Christmas is a unique opportunity to serve in ways you may not 
have done before. Because of the number of services and attendees 
we anticipate, additional hands are greatly needed to greet, usher, 
assist with communion, and light candles. If you wish to serve, or 
would like to form a group to take on one or more roles, please 
visit the Ushering Committee table in the narthex following both 
services beginning November 30th. You may also contact Sarah 
Egnor (sarah.egnor@gmail.com or text 704-641-5605) or sign up 
on Realm. 

USHERS WANTED FOR CHRISTMAS 

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED - DEC 25, 26, & 29, & JAN 1 

We are seeking volunteers to help us with this important task. Join us on Saturday, January 
3rd, starting at 9:00 AM, in the Main Sanctuary. We will be carefully taking down lights, 
ornaments, wreaths, and packing everything away for next Advent. 
 
A Note of Thanks 
A huge and heartfelt THANK YOU goes out to everyone who volunteered their time and 
talents this year to make our church so festive and beautiful for Advent and Christmas! 

UN-DECK THE HALLS: HELP US PUT CHRISTMAS AWAY! 

We will continue our tradition of a single 10 AM service with casual dress in the Sanctuary on 
the Sunday after Christmas. Join us for this fun and joyful time as we celebrate the visit of the 
magi and do a first distribution of Star Words for 2026. 

In recognition and thanksgiving for the ministry of our 
entire church staff, the church office will be closed on 
December 25th, 26th, and 29th, as well as January 1st, so 
that our staff members can rest and spend time with their 
families during the Christmas and New Year holidays. If 
you have a pastoral need or emergency while the church 

office is closed, please contact Dr. Matt or Pastor Molly on their cell phones. 

SINGLE COMBINED WORSHIP SERVICE AT 10AM ON 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 28 

mailto:sarah.egnor@gmail.com
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STEWARDSHIP 

 
Thank you for your faithful 
stewardship of time, talents, 
and financial gifts to Unity 

during 2025. For those seeking 
to make end of year gifts, please 

be sure that your gift is 
completed online, dropped off 

at the church office, or 
postmarked by the end of day 

on Wednesday, December 31st. 
 

 

EVEN AT CHRISTMAS 
WE MIGHT NEED 

HELP 
 

Somehow this time of year 
makes it easier to be happy or 
easier to be sad, depending on 
what is going on in your life. If 

something is weighing you 
down, remember that Unity has 

Stephen Ministers who are 
available to help when you need 
them! They are here to be with 
you, to listen to you and pray 

with you. Everything is 
extremely confidential. 

 
When you or someone you 

know is hurting, find out more 
about Stephen Ministry by 

talking with one of one of our 
referral coordinators, Susan 

Mobley or Dave Johnson, via 
email at 

Stephenministryreferrals@unity
fortmill.org or call Rev. Molly 
Spangler at the church office - 

803-547-5543. 
 

Our Stephen Ministers are here 
to care! 

  

Congregation member Ed Martin handmade a beautiful cross for the Historic Sanctuary. The 
cross is made from three types of wood: Maple, Walnut, and Oak. The Oak carries special 
meaning, as it was repurposed from the remaining wood of the original 1881 sanctuary pews, 
which were shortened so they could be placed in homes and various places throughout our 
church campus. The cross was made from plans by the Dennehey Design company. It is six 
feet long, 38 inches wide, and each board is 7/8 inch thick. The cross took about 30 hours to 
complete and is finished with a wiping varnish. The finished piece weighs approximately 35 
pounds. We are grateful for this beautiful new addition to our Historic Sanctuary, and look 
forward to enjoying it for years to come. 

THE NEWEST ADDITION TO UNITY’S HISTORIC SANCTUARY 

Children and their families joined together to celebrate Jesus’s birthday this past Saturday 
morning. They brought diapers, wipes and baby food to donate to the Fort Mill Care Center 
for babies this season. In addition, they made nativity ornaments, made Christmas cards for 
children in the hospital, decorated cupcakes, dressed up for a photo with baby Jesus and played 
games. Thank you to all who helped this to be a fun morning of celebration.  

BIRTHDAY PARTY FOR JESUS CELEBRATED THE REASON FOR THE SEASON 

Join us on Sunday, January 4th from 9:45 a.m. - 
10:45 a.m. for a nursery open house! Come take a 
tour and to meet our dedicated nursery staff. 
Refreshments will be served.  

NURSERY OPEN HOUSE 

mailto:Stephenministryreferrals@unityfortmill.org
mailto:Stephenministryreferrals@unityfortmill.org
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Unity will take a group to PASSPORTkids! Camp at Montreat Conference Center in 
Montreat, NC on July 6-9, 2026. This fun-filled four-day, three-night camp is for children and 
youth who are currently in 3rd - 5th grade. Kathryn McGregor and other Unity adult 
chaperones will travel with the group to Montreat for camp. The cost is $428. Registration is 
open: https://bit.ly/PASSPORTkidsCamp but space is limited, so register soon. Only 3 
spots are left.                  

UNITY YOUTH CHRISTMAS PARTY 

All high school youth are invited to join us from March 20-22, 2026 for a weekend in 
Montreat as we rest, play, unplug, worship, serve, and are reminded of our identities as 
beloved children of God! Visit https://bit.ly/HS-Montreat-Weekend for more information 
and to register.  

Fun was had by all at the annual Unity Youth Christmas Party! We decorated cookies, played countless games, and focused our hearts 
and minds of the joy of Christ during this Advent season. Thank you to the Youth Leadership Team for planning and leading this 
awesome event! 

REGISTER FOR HS MONTREAT WEEKEND 

REGISTRATION FOR PASSPORTKIDS! CAMP IS LIMITED 

CHILD OF THE COVENANT RECOGNITION 

We will celebrate all those who were baptized in 2025 at both services on Sunday, January 
4th. At 10:00 a.m.  Those who were baptized will make a tile for our Child of the Covenant 
wall. If your child was baptized in a previous year but has not yet made a tile, please join us in 
Room S102 in the nursery wing between 10:00-10:30 a.m. to make a tile.  

https://bit.ly/PASSPORTkidsCamp
https://bit.ly/HS-Montreat-Weekend
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CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 
 

Monday through Thursday 

8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

(Closed on Fridays) 

803.547.5543 

www.UnityFortMill.org 

For more information on 
“What’s Happening” at Unity, 

please visit… 
www.unityfortmill.org/ 

whats-happening/ 

2026 SANCTUARY FLOWERS SIGN UP CALENDAR 

Would you like to honor a family member, friend, or a special group of people? 
Placing fresh flowers in the sanctuary to the glory of God is a perfect way to 
remember and celebrate a special person/s or occasion in your life.   
 
Dates for 2026 have now been added to a sign-up genius for reserving a Sunday to 
place flowers in the sanctuary. You may visit https://bit.ly/2026-Flower-Calendar 
and complete the steps for selecting your choice of Sunday(s). All instructions are 
included. If you have questions, please contact Michaela Braswell at 
mbraswell@UnityFortMill.org or 803-547-5543 ext. 130). 
 
Early sign-up is recommended to ensure the Sunday of your choice. 
 
“We are all flowers in God’s Garden.” 
- Karen Sweeney-Ryall 

MASSANETTA SPRINGS MS CONFERENCE MONTREAT YOUTH CONFERENCE 

https://unityfortmill.org/whats-happening/
https://unityfortmill.org/whats-happening/
https://bit.ly/2026-Flower-Calendar
mailto:mbraswell@UnityFortMill.org
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NAVIGATING GRIEF: HOPE & HEALING FOR YOURSELF AND OTHERS 

2025 - 2026 BUDGET UPDATE 



Life at Unity | 8 

 

Gifting stock is an easy process. Some benefits of your gift are: 
• Completely avoid paying capital gains tax by giving stock directly to a qualified charity 
• Receive a tax deduction up to 30% of adjusted gross income, and there is a five-year carryover 
• You may be able to give substantially more with a gift of stock, for the same after-tax cost of giving cash. 

 
Example:  
Charlie Johnson recently made a pledge towards his church’s capital campaign and is considering utilizing stock he owns 
towards his commitment. Years ago, as a young engineer, he purchased shares of company stock for $2,000. He since left the firm 
but held the shares as an investment and they now have a market value of $10,000. 
 
If he gives the stock to his church, he can claim a charitable deduction of the full market value of the gift ($10,000). The 
church can then sell the stock and apply the full proceeds ($10,000) towards their campaign. And, since a gift to the charity is not a 
sale, he will not owe any capital gains tax on the transaction. 
 
If Charlie were to sell the stock himself, he will incur $8,000 in capital gain ($10,000 market value minus $2,000 cost basis). 
After he pays taxes of $1,200 (the 15 percent capital gains tax rate on the $8,000 gain), his gift to charity and charitable deduction will 
be only $8,800. 
 
Your financial or tax advisor can help determine it this fits your financial situation. 

GIVING APPRECIATED STOCK 

All contributions must be made by December 31st to be eligible for a tax-deductible donation for the 2025 tax year. 
• Checks/Cash: Must be postmarked by December 31st. 
• Credit Card: The date the charge is posted to your account is the date of the contribution. 
• Wire transfers/Securities: Must be completed and received by the receiving institution by December 31st. 

YEAR END CONTRIBUTIONS 

In September 2025, Unity launched a Door Access Control System for 8 of our 45 exterior doors. 
 
Door Access Control System 
Our project is now complete.  All 45 exterior doors have been rekeyed. 
 
If you need access to any of our buildings after regular business hours, please contact the church office 
ahead of time. 

 
When you see the round, white circle, Just Pull Open.  No need to turn the 
handle or push down the thumb latch. 
 
A round circle indicates the door is unlocked.  
 
For meetings, Bible studies, etc. that are listed on the church’s event calendar, the door will be 
unlocked 20 minutes before start time and lock 20 minutes after start time.  
 
Should you have questions regarding the new door system, click here to email our Director Of Operations, 
Zeno Wall (zwall@unityfortmill.org) 
 

Thank you for your assistance in keeping Unity’s campus safe. 

DOOR ACCESS CONTROL SYSTEM UPDATE 

https://app.espace.cool/ClientApi/FullMonth/17077?calendarId=2176
mailto:zwall@unityfortmill.org
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“See how their song of joy arises: 

Love! Love! Born unto you, a Savior! 

Love! Love! Glory to God on high.” 

Merry Christmas from Unity Staff! 



Life at Unity | 10 

 

Return Service Requested 

Unity Presbyterian Church 
303 Tom Hall Street 

PO Box 1267 
Fort Mill, SC 29716-1267 

 
www.UnityFortMill.org 

JOIN US SUNDAY 
 

 8:45 a.m.  
In-Person/Livestream 

Worship 
 

11:00 a.m.  
In-Person/Livestream 

Worship 

Share Your  

Tithes and Offerings 

Online 

Thank you for supporting God’s ministry through Unity Presbyterian Church. 


