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MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR

Unzty

December 03, 2025

Dear Friends,

On Sunday, November 30th, we entered the season of Advent. Advent means coming, and in the
church, it is a four-week season of preparation for Christmas. This year at Unity our theme for Advent
and Christmas Eve is “Love Comes Down.” Some of you may be familiar with a poem, that became a
hymn and anthem, “Love Came Down at Christmas” by the poet Christina Rossetti. Here’s the poem:

“Love came down at Christmas,
Love all lovely, Love Divine,
Love was born at Christmas,
Star and Angels gave the sign. 2

Worship we the Godhead,
Love Incarnate, Love Divine,
Worship we our Jesus,

But wherewith for sacred sign?

COMESDOWN

Love shall be our token,

Love be yours and love be mine,
Love to God and all men,

Love for plea and gift and sign.”

ADVENT & CHRISTMAS EV

It’s a beautiful reflection on the wonderful gift of love itself that we receive in the incarnation of Jesus
Christ and celebrated at Christmas!

And yet, you'll probably notice that while inspired by this poem, Unity’s Advent and Christmas Eve
theme has made a slight verb tense change. Instead of Love Came Down; our theme for this year is Love

Comes Down. We will begin by lifting up the amazing and transforming gift of love that came down to
be born in Bethlehem over two thousand years ago. And yet, we also recognize that God’s love
continues to come and be present with us today. It is present in the downtrodden and brokenhearted
places of life. It is present in the songs and carols that we sing. It is present until every knee will bow and
tongue confesses that Jesus Christ is Lord. It is love that continues to come and continues to inspire us
for lives of peace, hope, joy, and love today.

We look forward to celebrating this Advent season with you as Love Comes Down into our hearts and
lives once again.

See you Sunday!
Matt

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES

While we rejoice that last year more than 1,400 people attended Christmas Eve Services at
Unity, we recognize that several services were quite crowded! So, we are adding an additional
service this year on Christmas Eve, December 24th. As you make plans with your family for
Christmas, we hope that you will be able to attend one or more of these services as we
celebrate Christ’s birth and God’s gift of love that comes down to transform the world even
now:

11 AM - Children and Family Service (no nursery)

2 PM - Service of scripture lessons and singing familiar carols, with communion (nursery for
ages 5 and under)

4 PM - Service with chancel choir, communion, and candlelight (nursery for ages 5 and under)
6 PM - Service with special music, communion, and candlelight (nursery for ages 5 and under)
11 PM - Service with scripture lessons, familiar carols, communion, and candlelight

UNITY

Presbyterian Church (USA)

Since 1788... United in Christ’s
love, we glorify God through worship,
nurture, and service to all people.

The deadline to submit items for
the December 16th Newsletter is
Wednesday, December 10th.

STEPHEN

MINISTRY

The holiday season has begun.
For many of us this is a hard time
because of grief or changed
circumstances. Here are a few
ideas for the holidays.
¢ Be kind to yourself. Notice your
needs and honor them because
you know yourself best. Do only

what you are comfortable with
and can manage.

o Eat well, get rest, and take care
of yourself. Only take on what
you can emotionally and
physically handle.

e Don’t be afraid to ask for help.
Let family and friends know
what you need.

o Create support for yourself.
Sharing your pain will help ease
your pain. Find someone you
can talk with. Sometimes family
and spouses hurt like you do
and cannot be a support. This is
where a Stephen Minister will
help you get through the
holidays.

To find out more about Stephen
Ministry and how a Stephen
Minister will help you,
please contact one of our referral
coordinators, Susan Mobley or
Dave Johnson, via email at
Stephenministryreferrals@unityfor
tmill.org or Rev. Molly Spangler at
the church office - 803-547-5543.
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LATE DECEMBER
BIRTHDAYS

16 -- Katherine Dorosh; Guynn
Savage; Tom Spratt

17 -- Kelly Dela Cruz; Mark
McCormack; Hayden Sova;
Shirley Williamson

18 -- Lindsey Briggs; Tom
Edwards; John Gamble; Nancy
Hunt; Ellie Lubanski

19 -- Reba Anderson; Madison
Cook; Stephanie Cost; Todd
Friedman

20 -- Matt Bossert; Jim Thies
21 -- Whitney Norman

22 -- Blaine Blackwell; Jo Ann
Cantrell; Jane Hudson; Gabriela
Logan; Jeanie Whitten

23 -- Townes Dowling; Luca
Wall

24 -- Bill Ross

25 -- Mike Hill; Helen Knyfd;
John Ward

26 -- Caroline Honeycutt; Locke
Hutson; Angela Pope

27 -- Kurt Beshers; Grace
Howell; Matthew Hubis

28 -- Heather Honeycutt;
Audrey Hubis; Alex Luebbe;
Pam Mclntyre

29 -- Emily Hubis; Courtney
Potts; Melanie Sharpless; Bill
Weaver

30 -- Camille Bradford; Harvey
Ellen Choate; Olivia McDonald;
Sarah Rich

31 -- Jeff Hall; Bob Martin; Ian
Stokes

CHURCH STAFF CHRISTMAS MORNING OF SERVICE & LUNCHEON

Instead of a traditional Christmas party, the Unity Church staff has embraced a tradition of
volunteering together at one of our local mission partners and then enjoying lunch. We find it a
unique opportunity to fellowship together while serving and giving back to our community in a
meaningful way. This year, on Wednesday, December 3rd, the staff will be serving at the
Children’s Attention Home (https://www.attentionhome.org/), a partner whose mission is to
provide a temporary care shelter in which a young person can experience a individualized
attention and compassionate support until a permanent home can be found. From meeting
initial basic needs, to educational support, to trauma-informed care and life-skills development,
to transitional housing and aftercare, the Children’s Attention Home assists youth in need
through the most challenging days of their life toward a faithful and fruitful future. The church
office will have volunteers throughout the day on December 3rd so that that all of our staff
members can participate, but if you have a pastoral emergency please contact Dr. Matt or
Pastor Molly via their cell phones.

UNITY’S CHRISTMAS POST OFFICE

for each other. What better way to show someone you §
care than sending a Christmas greeting through Unity’s
own Christmas Post Office.

Post Office for our Unity members. You will find the
mailboxes in the hallway just outside the Narthex
beginning December 5th.

Guidelines:
e Address your cards with first and last names of your Unity friends
e Place your Christmas cards to Unity members in the appropriate boxes
e Place the money you would have used for postage in one of the boxes on each end of the
mailboxes
e Check your box frequently to retrieve your mail, even if you didn’t send your greetings
through Unity Christmas Post

The postage money will go into our Emergency Assistance Fund to use to help those in need. If
you write a check for your postage, please mark it “Unity Post”. This will be tax deductible. Unity’s
Christmas Post Office will be open through January 5th. Unclaimed cards will be available in the
Narthex through January 12th, and then will be recycled. Christmas Blessings to alll

GOD WITH US: A BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE

Christmas and the holidays are a time of joy and
celebration for many. And yet they are also a time in
T which we are acutely aware of those who are not present

COMES DOWN

with us. Whether due to death, estrangement, or distance
our loved ones no longer sit beside us in the pew or at
the dinner table. Once again this year, Unity Presbyterian
Church will offer a “God with Us: A Blue Christmas
Service” on Sunday, December 21st at 5:30 p.m. in
the Historic Sanctuary. It will be a service of prayer,
scripture, light, and hope designed to be of comfort for
those who find this time of year so difficult. The service
is also a time when our entire congregation can gather together to surround those in pain with
our prayers and our care as together we bear witness to the light that still shines.

ADVENT & CHRISTMAS
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PEANUT BUTTER & JELLY SUNDAY

Sunday, December 7th is Peanut Butter & Jelly Sunday. We
want to continue supporting those with food insecurity with our
collection of food and supplies for the Fort Mill Care
Center. Please bring your donations and deposit them in the
collection box in the Narthex any time you are at church. Current
needs at the Care Center include turkeys and chickens, canned
hams, grits, broth, pasta sauce, carrots and mixed vegetables,
condensed soup, canned pasta, condiments, syrup, cookie mix,
SPAM, and Vienna sausages. Any food, hygiene, or cleaning items
are welcome, but they are currently overstocked on peanut butter, Mac & Cheese, and toilet
paper. You can also drop off donations, including any refrigerated items, directly at the Fort Mill
Care Center. They are open MWE 9:00 AM to noon and Wednesday from 5 to 7 PM. Please
have them weigh the donation and please send an Email with the total weight to Larry Terrell at
larry.terrell@sbceglobal.net. We collected 1,748 Ibs. last month, including 1,239 Ibs. from Sharing
God's Bounty and 509 Ibs. from our regular donations. We have received over 500 Ibs. so far this
month. Thank you for generously sharing God's love with our neighbors in need.

ADVENT CHILI & CHEER

Sunday, December 7

* When: 4.00PM-6:30PM

¢ What: Visiting home bound members around Fort Mill,
chili dinner, s’'mores and bonfire.

* Who: Everyone!

¢ Where: We will meet on the front lawn of the church.

* What else? Bring lawn/camping chairs to sit on for
dinner. We will be driving to neighborhoods around
town to share a gift and visit with Unity members.
Please plan to drive your own family around town.

Okt el Cheen]

If you can bring chili or sides, please sign up at
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10COE4CABAD28A0FECF8-46038806-chili#/

UNITY ANGEL TREE

This year the Unity Angel Tree is helping families who atre
clients of the Fort Mill Care Center, our RAIN (Regional
Aids Interfaith Network) team partners, Isaiah 117 House ~
foster children, and Family Promise families. Please
return your gifts/gift cards by NOON on Sunday,
December 14th, so they can be distributed to the
families. If you have any questions, please contact Joyce
White (murravw@comporium.net or 548-4135). Merty
Christmas and thank you for supporting families in our
community during this joyous holiday season.

USHERS WANTED FOR CHRISTMAS

Christmas is a unique opportunity to serve in Ways you may not have
done before. Because of the number of services and attendees we
anticipate, additional hands are greatly needed to greet, usher, assist
with communion, and light candles. If you wish to serve, or would
like to form a group to take on one or more roles, please visit the
Ushering Committee table in the narthex following both services
beginning November 30th. You may also contact Sarah Egnor

(sarah.egnor@gmail.com or text 704-641-5605) ot sign up on Realm.

HMT HEALTH
CORNER

ONE SIMPLE TIP ON
HOW TO DE-STRESS
YOUR HOLIDAY SEASON:
Focus on Jesus and the true
reason for the season: Physical
Health (don’t run around trying
to find the best gift for everyone
when we’ve already received it),
Spiritual Health (be still and
know that God is God and
everything else is the little stuff),
Emotional Health (let your love
shine through to family, friends
and those you just happen to
meet. You will get it back 10-
fold).

DANCE FITNESS
SCHEDULE

The Wednesday morning dance
fitness classes will have class at
the regular times on December
3rd and December 10th. The
first day of classes in 2026 will
be on January 7th. Please text

Susan Benfield at 803-984-6100

with any questions.

<-

~4

MEN’S BREAKFAST

The Men's Ministry will have its
monthly breakfast meeting on
Tuesday, December 9th, at
8:00 a.m. in the Fellowship

Hall. Please join us for this time

of fellowship, breakfast,
devotion, and discussion of
ways to serve. If you cannot be
there in person, join us via

Zoom. Contact Barnes Louthan

at barnesbook2@yvahoo.com for

the link.
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A FESTIVAL OF CAROLS

e
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UNITY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH PRESENTS
0

A FESHIVAL
Lissoxs AnD oL OF CAROLS

Our annual service of Lessons

and Carols will take place at the PLEASE JOIN US FOR A HOLIDAY CONCERT WITH
8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.

: AN AUDIENCE SING-A-LONG OF FAVORITE
services on Sunday, CHRISTMAS CAROLS
December 14th. The Chancel

~ Choir, joined by guest FEATURING: CATAWBA RIDGE CHORALE,
instrumentalists, will present

Li . FORT MILL CONCERT CHOIR, NATION FORD
ight of Peace: Celtic Carols for CONCERT CHOIR, & UNITY CHANCEL CHOIR
Christmas by Karen Marrolli, a
work that pairs new texts with
traditional tunes from the
British Isles. In this retelling of

WHEN: TUESDAY, DECEMBER 9TH AT 7:00 PM

WHERE: UNITY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH -

the incarnation, the composer | 303 TOM HALL STREET, FORT MILL, SC 29715
secks to express “... that our

proper response to the
Christmas story might be to live
out a life of love in action."
Come hear the familiar story of
Christ’s birth with a fresh
perspective on how we might

respond. BIRTHDAY PARTY FOR JESUS - DECEMBER 13TH

A FREE-WILL OFFERING WILL BE COLLECTED TO SUPPORT THE
CHORAL PROGRAMS OF ALL THREE HIGH SCHOOLS.

. BlRTHDAprRTy Saturday, December 13th

j at 10:00 a.m. in .
FOR JESUS _ Unity Presbyterian’s

Rellowship Hall

STAY IN TOUCH

Whether you are looking for a
specific activity or the latest
news and information on Join us forc i Bring your own
games, and activities baby Jesus!
that remind us of the
birth of the baby
Jesus.

children, youth, and adults, visit

us at...

Website: www.UnityFortMill.org

Instagram: @UnityFortMill

Bring a gift for
Facebook: @UnityFortMill

Be sure to “like” our page.

For more information on
“What’s Happening” at
Unity, please visit...

www.unityfortmill.org No registration necessary.
whats-happening/

ﬂn UNITY
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CHRISTMAS MEMORIALS & HONORARIUMS

\ | As part of their Christmas gift giving each year, many
' ‘,/ members of our congregation have developed a tradition of
~ giving a financial gift to Unity in memory or honor of loved

ones. If you would like to make such an offering, please
. complete the online form at https://unityfortmill.org/give/

christmas-memortials-honorariums/ and return it to the
' church office with your payment. Please make checks
payable to Unity and write “Christmas Memorial/Honoratium” on the memo line. If you need
additional assistance, contact Anissa Lee (alee@unityfortmill.org) in the church office.

_ CHRISTMAS MEMORIA;S"'{\
& HONORARIUMS | |

We are suggesting that your Memorial/Honorarium gifts be directed toward our “General
Fund”, however you will also have the option to specify another fund if you so desire. The
deadline for receiving these gifts is December 14th. They will be listed in a booklet which
will be available in the Narthex on December 21st.

THE DANIEL PLAN - A FAITH BASED WELLNESS INITIATIVE

Beginning January 5th, 2026, Unity will be doing The Danie! Plan in K- Eg s - 3
small groups that will meet once per week for 6 weeks. The Danzel Plan, 1’ , j , 55@
created by Pastor Rick Warren, Dr. Mark Hyman, and Dr. Daniel Amen, e S - i
is a faith-based wellness initiative that focuses on improving nutrition,

fitness, and overall health in a practical and sustainable way. It blends
Biblical principles with scientifically backed strategies for healthy living.

The health and well-being of our church family is important not only for
our spiritual journey but for our ability to live fulfilling lives as faithful
servants of God. The Daniel Plan is a 6-week program that includes once
a week, 2-hour sessions as follows:

Session 1 - Faith: Nurturing Your Soul

Session 2 - Food: Enjoying God’s Abundance

Session 3 - Fitness: Strengthening the Body

Session 4 - Focus: Renewing the Mind

Session 5 - Friends: Encouraging Each Other

Session 6 - Living the Lifestyle

The emphasis is on doing this in small groups. Each week participants will pre-read chapters in
the book, The Danie! Plan. During each class, a video will be shown, and there will be discussion
of the book and video. Our group leaders / meeting times are:

Group 1: Leader - Ruth Boetsch, along with several other lesson facilitators
Mondays 10:30 a.m. — 12:30 p.m.

Group 2: Co-Leaders — Tammie Welch / Bitsey Martin
Mondays 6:00 p.m. — 8:00 p.m. (share dinners in class)

To sign up, register in Realm at https://bit.ly/TheDanielPlan-Registration or contact Don Rice

at wdonrice@gmail.com. Space is limited so sign up as soon as you can!

GCS MADE FREEZER MEALS FOR OUR FRIENDS AT
DEFEND THE FATHERLESS

Last Sunday, the Growing Christians (GCs), our
4th and 5th graders demonstrated what it means to
love your neighbor by making freezer meals for the
Defend the Fatherless Freezer Ministry, which g

provides frozen meals for foster families in our
community. The children cut up vegetables,
chopped chicken, and measured other ingredients
to put together healthy meals that can be poured
into a crock pot for an easy dinner on a busy night.
If you have a 4th or 5th grader who would like to
join us, GCs will begin again on Sunday, February 22nd.

CHRISTMAS JOY
OFFERING

The Christmas Joy Offering is
one of the four PC(USA)
Special Offerings collected each
year. The offering is divided
equally between the Assistance
Program of the Board of
Pensions and support for
Presbyterian related schools and
colleges equipping communities
of color. The Assistance
Program provides critical
financial supportt for
Presbyterian church workers in
their time of need. Presbyterian
-related schools and colleges
support education and
leadership development while
nurturing racial and ethnic
heritage. This offering will be
received in worship on
Sunday, December 14th, but
you can give at any time by
following the instructions at

https:/ /unitvfortmill.ore/give

special-offering/.

CHURCH OFFICE
HOURS

Monday through Thursday

8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
(Closed on Fridays)
803.547.5543

www. UnityFortMill.org
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REGISTRATION FOR PASSPORTKIDS! UNITY YOUTH FRIENDSGIVING

CAMP IS LIMITED

Thank you to our Youth Leadership Team (made up of middle

Unity will take a group to PASSPORTkids! Camp at Montreat and high school youth) for planning and leading such a
Conference Center in Montreat, NC on July 6-9, 2026. This fun- meaningful evenF! '\X/e made Manna bags for out ne'lghbors n
filled four-day, three-night camp is for children and youth who need, shared delicious food together, and finished it off with
are currently in 3rd - 5th grade. Kathryn McGregor and other ~SOome fun relay races. We are so grateful to this faith family that
Unity adult chaperones will travel with the group to Montreat for —Cares for us and sends us out into the world to care for others as
camp. The cost is $428. Registration is open: https://bit.ly/ disciples of Jesus Christ!

PASSPORTkidsCamp but space is limited, so register soon.
Only 3 spots are left.

Young Adult Advent Bible Study
Monday December 1, 8, 15, & 22
7:30-8:30pm on Zoom

All college-aged young adults are
invited to join us for this 4-week
virtual  Advent gathering! Come
connect with new and old friends
and reflect on sermons from Unity
Presbyterian Church during the
Advent season.

Text or email Liz Corsig (704-340-2171) to receive the Zoom link.

Young Adult Top Golf Night
Thursday, December 18th, 7pm

All college-aged young adults
are invited to join us for a night
of laughter and fun at Top Golf
(8024 Savoy Corporate Dr.).
Text or email Liz Corsig (704-
340-2171) by  Sunday,
December 14th to save your
spot!

All high school youth are invited to join us from March 20-22,
2026 for a weekend in Montreat as we rest, play, unplug,
worship, serve, and are reminded of our identities as beloved

children of God! Visit https://bit.ly/HS-Montreat-Weekend for

more information and to register.
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MONTREAT YOUTH CONFERENCE MASSANETTA SPRINGS MS CONFERENCE
i

Montreat 8  Massanetta
Springs
Youth Conference s St

Conference

Current 8th -12th graders i e WS 'y Who: Current 5th-7th graders
Cost:  $650 P . When: July 14-17, 2026

Where: Montreat Conference Center, 4 e, & Cost: $415
Black Mountain, NC :

Where: Massanetta Springs, VA

Méttreat Fuldh Conforahcn = Jg B » Come along for this transformational program that
affirms youthintheir calling . B350 DR 20 Y aIL TR welcomes hundreds of middle schoolers and their leaders

15 b nd shogbdhs £hurch 3 : | A from all over the country.

of today and tomorrow. ‘ * % Please note: At Unity, we'd like everyone to be able
: Tlir;b Bl bvorahin - Koyrite: i 2 / to participate. For financial subsidies, please
e v - 5 contact Liz Corsig (lcorsigeunityfortmill.org
The Youth Ministry Team has
funds available for this
purpose.

" recreation, and small
___groups, Montireat helps
9 f\lll:%h;%";;:}J’t‘lau;;"%'frform d:ep
: Registration
is open on
Realm

tual relationships with

ﬁ‘y, we'd like everyone to be able to participate. For financial
suihsidies, please contact Liz Corsig {lcorsigeunityfortmill.org)
The Youth Ministry Team has funds available for this purpose.

LIVING WATERS TEAM HAS RETURNED FROM GUATEMALA

The Living Waters for the World Team from Providence Presbytery, which includes three Unity members: Susan Benfield, Kathryn
McGregor, and Dan Rogers, returned from a successful water filtration system installation on November 23rd. The system was
installed at La Esperanza Elementary School in Quetzaltenango, Guatemala. While some team members worked with volunteers
from the school to install the system, Susan and Kathryn worked with nine teachers from the school to teach them about what to use
the pure water for, how to care for the bottles, how the system works, and the importance of proper hand washing to improve the
health of the community. Thank you to all of the Unity members who helped us prepare materials to take down there. Those
materials stay with the teachers at the school so that they can teach the other staff, parents and children the things they learned. We
celebrated with a dedication service on Friday where we all drank water from the newly installed system. We hope to take another trip
next fall to install a system in a nearby church. Watch for more ways you can support this vital ministry in the Spring.

BHENVENEDO © I

- $ELCON 2

)

Providence .

S ®
* & Presbytery e

| Cnte 7 BaV]
R
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DOOR ACCESS CONTROL SYSTEM UPDATE

In September 2025, Unity launched a Door Access Control System for 8 of our 45 exterior doors.

Door Access Control System
Our project is now complete. All 45 exterior doors have been rekeyed.

If you need access to any of our buildings after regular business hours, please contact the church office
ahead of time.

N When you see the round, white circle, Just Pull Open. No need to turn the
handle or push down the thumb latch.

A round circle indicates the door is unlocked.

For meetings, Bible studies, etc. that are Iisted on the church’s event calendar, the door will be
unlocked 20 minutes before start time and lock 20 minutes after start time.

Should you have questions regarding the new door system, click here to email our Director Of Operations,

Zeno Wall (zwall@unityfortmill.org)

Thank you for your assistance in keeping Unity’s campus safe.

2025 - 2026 BUDGET UPDATE

Contributions & Expenses October 2025 July 2025 % of
Compared with the Annual Budget October through Annual 5-Year
2025 Oct 2025 Budget Average
General Fund Contributions S 129,595 S 566,341 33.2% S 526,045
General Fund Expenses 119,314 500,345 29.3% 456,959
. Annual Budget 1,705,640  100.0% 1,569,561

As you contemplate your legacy, please consider including Unity in your estate planning.

GIVING APPRECIATED STOCK

Gifting stock is an easy process. Some benefits of your gift are:
o Completely avoid paying capital gains tax by giving stock directly to a qualified charity
e Receive a tax deduction up to 30% of adjusted gross income, and there is a five-year carryover
¢ You may be able to give substantially more with a gift of stock, for the same after-tax cost of giving cash.

Example:

Chatlie Johnson recently made a pledge towards his church’s capital campaign and is considering utilizing stock he owns
towards his commitment. Years ago, as a young engineer, he purchased shares of company stock for $2,000. He since left the firm
but held the shares as an investment and they now have a market value of $10,000.

If he gives the stock to his church, he can claim a charitable deduction of the full market value of the gift ($10,000). The
church can then sell the stock and apply the full proceeds ($10,000) towards their campaign. And, since a gift to the charity is not a
sale, he will not owe any capital gains tax on the transaction.

If Chatrlie were to sell the stock himself, he will incur $8,000 in capital gain ($10,000 market value minus $2,000 cost basis).
After he pays taxes of $1,200 (the 15 percent capital gains tax rate on the $8,000 gain), his gift to charity and charitable deduction will
be only $8,800.

Your financial or tax advisor can help determine it this fits your financial situation.
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WHAT IS A QUALIFIED CHARITABLE DISTRIBUTION (QCD)?

Generally, a QCD is an otherwise taxable distribution from an IRA, including an inherited IRA (other than an ongoing SEP or
SIMPLE IRA) owned by an individual who is age 70%2 or over that is paid directly from the IRA to a qualified charity. Note that
recent changes have changed the Requirement Minimum Distribution age to 73 and 75 for those born on or after 1960, however
QCDs are allowed for persons aged 70-1/2 and up. Taking advantage of a QCD, during those years between 70 %2 and your
required age, would have the positive impact of lowering your Required Distributions when they are mandated.

A QCD excludes the amount donated from your taxable income and may keep your taxable income lower, reducing the impact of
certain tax credits and deductions.

QCDs don’t require you to itemize. Therefore, you may choose to take advantage of the higher standard deduction and still use a
QCD for charitable giving.

Can I make a QCD?

To make a QCD, certain requirements must be met:

¢ You must be 70"z or older

e QCDs are limited to the amount that would otherwise be taxed as ordinary income and, therefore, excludes non-deductible
contributions.

e The maximum annual amount that can qualify for a QCD is $108,000. Your spouse may also be able to make a QCD from his or
her own IRA in the same tax year for up to $108,000.

¢ Your QCD can be made to one or more charities.

e For a QCD to count towards your current year's RMD, the funds must come out of your IRA by your RMD deadline, generally
December 31st.

Why consider using a QCD?
e QCDs are tax exempt
e Distributions aren’t added to your income, which may help you qualify for lower Medicare premiums and Social Security tax
rates.
¢ You don’t have to change your will or trust.

e The transactions are simple to record on your 1040 form.
¢ Your gifts immediately support the charity.

Tax Reporting

A QCD is reported as a normal distribution on IRS Form 1099-R for any non-inherited IRAs. Itemization is not required to make a
QCD. Since the QCD amount is not taxed, you may not then claim the distribution as a charitable tax deduction.

What are my next steps?

After consulting with your tax or legal advisor, let your IRA custodian know you wish to make a QCD. Be sure to provide them with

the information they request. Do not ask the custodian to send the QCD to you. They must send the QCD directly to the charity.

THE 2026 SANCTUARY FLOWERS SIGN UP CALENDAR IS HERE!

Would you like to honor a family member, friend, or a special group of people? Placing fresh
flowers in the sanctuary to the glory of God is a perfect way to remember and celebrate a special
person/s ot occasion in your life.

Dates for 2026 have now been added to a sign-up genius for reserving a Sunday to place flowers in |

the sanctuary. You may visit https://bitly/2026-Flower-Calendar and complete the steps for

selecting your choice of Sunday(s). All instructions are included. If you have questions, please
contact Michaela Braswell at mbraswell@UnityFortMill.org or 803-547-5543 ext. 130).

Early sign-up is recommended to ensure the Sunday of your choice.

“We are all flowers in God’s Garden.”
- Karen Sweeney-Ryalld
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Unity Presbyterian Church
303 Tom Hall Street
PO Box 1267
Fort Mill, SC 29716-1267

www.UnityFortMill.org

JOIN US SUNDAY

8:45 a.m.
In-Person/Livestream
Worship

11:00 a.m.
In-Person/Livestream
Worship

Share Your
Tithes and Offerings
Online

Return Service Requested

Thavk vou for supporting God's mivistry +hrough Wity Presbyterian Chureh.



