
Life at Unity | 1 

 

Life at Unity 
November 18, 2025 

Since 1788… United in Christ’s 
love, we glorify God through worship, 

nurture, and service to all people. 

The deadline to submit items for 
the December 3rd Newsletter is 

Wednesday, November 26th. 
 
 
 
 

THANKSGIVING CAN BE 
HARD 

 
Holidays can be tough if you are 

stressed, discouraged, lonely, 
grieving or sad. Don’t suffer alone. 
Stephen Ministers are here when 
you need them. They will listen, 

care, encourage, pray with and for 
you and provide weekly support for 

you as long as your need persist. 
 

When you or someone you know is 
hurting, find out more about 

Stephen Ministry by talking with 
one of our referral coordinators, 

Susan Mobley or Dave Johnson, via 
email at 

Stephenministryreferrals@unityfort
mill.org or Rev. Molly Spangler at 
the church office - 803-547-5543. 

 
Our Stephen Ministers are here to 

care! 

MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR 

CHURCH OFFICE 

HOURS 
 

Monday through Thursday 

8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

(Closed on Fridays) 

803.547.5543 

www.UnityFortMill.org 

Dear Friends, 
 
Every year around Thanksgiving, I reread the short essay “Counting our Blessings: Why We 
Say Grace” by Anne Lamott. I share this slightly edited version with you:  
 
We didn’t say grace at our house when I was growing up because my parents were atheists. … 
But I had a terrible secret, which was that I believed in God, a divine presence who heard me 
when I prayed, who stayed close to me in the dark. So, at six years old I began to infiltrate 
religious families like a spy—Mata Hari in plaid sneakers. 
 
One of my best friends was a Catholic girl. Her boisterous family bowed its collective head and 
said, “Bless us, O Lord, and these thy gifts. …” I was so hungry for these words; it was like a 
cool breeze, a polite thank-you note to God, the silky magnetic energy of gratitude. I still love 
that line. 
 
I believed that if your family said grace, it meant you were a happy family, all evidence to the 
contrary. But I saw at certain tables that an improvised grace could cause friction or 
discomfort. … I noticed some families shortened the pro forma blessing so they could get right 
to the meal. If there were more males than females, it was a boy-chant, said as one word: 
“GodisgreatGodisgoodletusthankHimforourfoodAmen.” I noticed that grace usually wasn’t 
said if the kids were eating in front of the TV, as if God refused to listen over the sound of it. 
(I also noticed that praying families were in no better shape than mine.) 
 
Later I noticed how often people are held hostage by grace sayers, who use the opportunity to 
work the room, like the Church Lady. But more often, people simply say thank you—we 
understand how far short we must fall, how selfish we can be, how self-righteous, what brats. 
And yet God has given us this marvelous meal. 
 
It turns out that my two brothers and I all grew up to be middle-aged believers. I’ve been a 
member of the same Presbyterian church for 36 years, 35 of them sober. My older brother 
became a born-again Christian—but don’t ask him to give the blessing, as it can last forever 
[and] your food will grow cold. My younger brother is a sort of freelance Irish Catholic. So 
now someone at our holiday tables always ends up saying grace. I think we’re in it for the 
pause, the quiet thanks for love and for our blessings, before the shoveling begins. For a 
minute, our stations are tuned to a broader, richer radius. We’re acknowledging that this food 
didn’t just magically appear: Someone grew it, ground it, bought it, baked it; wow. 
 
We say thank you for the miracle that we have stuck together all these years, in spite of it all; 
that we have each other’s backs, and hilarious companionship. We say thank you for the 
plentiful and outrageous food: Kathy’s lox, Robby’s heartbreaking gravy. We pray to be 
mindful of the needs of others. We savor these moments out of time, when we are conscious 
of love’s presence, of Someone’s great abiding generosity to our dear and motley family, these 
holy moments of gratitude. And that is grace. 
 
We need that pause before the shoveling begins. I pray you might know a holy moment of 
gratitude as you gather around tables to eat every day and over the upcoming holidays. 
 
See you Sunday! Matt 
_____________________ 
1 https://parade.com/121696/annelamott/121111-anne-lamott-counting-our-blessings/ 

mailto:Stephenministryreferrals@unityfortmill.org
mailto:Stephenministryreferrals@unityfortmill.org
https://parade.com/121696/annelamott/121111-anne-lamott-counting-our-blessings/
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EARLY DECEMBER 
BIRTHDAYS 

 
1 -- Kathy Choate; Bob Elisha; 
Kate Faulkenberry; Bonnie 
Norton  
 
2 -- Joanne Blake; Landen 
Oltmann  
 
3 -- Bob Anderson; Kayden 
Hughes  
 
4 -- Lily Berens; Andy Donato; 
Stefanie Hall; Rusty Menchaca; 
Alden Newberry; Tammie 
Welch  
 
5 -- Matthew Hines; Marilyn 
Mullen; Bud Oehrli; Brian Pope  
 
6 -- Jade Briggs; Ryan Donato; 
Olivia Melton  
 
7 -- Cheryl Hill; Ashley Hogon; 
Andrew Scott; Taylor Sheets  
 
8 -- Steve Chase; Cole Martin; 
Stuart Thomas  
 
9 -- Ellen Borland; Jeff 
Chmielinski; Megan Hannon; 
Garrett Johnson; Georgia Ryan  
 
10 -- Lori Glasco; Riley Glasco  
 
11 -- Anna Honeycutt; Laura 
Honeycutt; Tracey Templeton  
 
12 -- Harris Blackwell; Bruce 
Delaney; Reagan Michael; John 
Proctor; Sammie Rusch; Steve 
Simon  
 
13 -- George Bauserman; 
Caroline Egnor; Mike Litrenta; 
Lindsey Morgan  
 
14 -- Susan Benfield; Eleanor 
Brindisi; Bryant Gregory; Larry 
Stewart  
 
15 -- Hicks Bowers; Savannah 
LaFevers  

With the lingering effects for many families in our community 
following the federal government shutdown, we want to continue 
supporting those with food insecurity with our collection of food 
and supplies for the Fort Mill Care Center. Please bring your 
donations and deposit them in the collection box in the Narthex 
any time you are at church. Current needs at the Care Center 
include turkeys and chickens, canned hams, grits, broth, pasta 
sauce, carrots and mixed vegetables, condensed soup, canned 
pasta, condiments, syrup, cookie mix, SPAM, and Vienna 
sausages. Any food, hygiene, or cleaning items are welcome, but 
they are currently overstocked on peanut butter, Mac & Cheese, and toilet paper. You can also 
drop off donations, including any refrigerated items, directly at the Fort Mill Care Center. They 
are open MWF 9:00 AM to noon and Wednesday from 5 to 7 PM. Please have them weigh the 
donation and please send an Email with the total weight to Larry Terrell at 
larry.terrell@sbcglobal.net.  As an update, we collected 1,748 lbs. last month, including 1,239 
lbs. from Sharing God's Bounty and 509 lbs. from our regular donations.  Thank you for 
generously sharing God's love with our neighbors in need.  

CONTINUED SUPPORT NEEDED FOR FORT MILL CARE CENTER  

HELP DECK THE HALLS FOR CHRISTMAS! 

Join us as we prepare our church for the Advent and Christmas 
seasons! We need many hands to make light work of setting up 
our beautiful decorations, trees, and wreaths. 
 
Date: Saturday, November 29th 
Time: 9:00 a.m. 
Location: Sanctuary 
Treats for our helpers: All participants will be fueled by yummy donuts and coffee! 
 
Come share your Christmas spirit and help us make our church shine! 

LUNCH BUNCH - WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 19TH 

Join us on Wednesday, November 19th at 12:00 p.m. for lunch 
and an interesting speaker! Nick Salevan with Barlett Tree will 
speak about the care of trees and bushes in our yards. Nick has 
years of experience and has a true passion for the industry in pest 
management, precision agriculture, and arboriculture. Nick and 
his team can answer your questions about your yard and the care 
you should be providing at different times of the year. Please 
bring your sandwich or salad and join us for this entertaining 
afternoon. Drinks, chips, and desserts are provided. Hope to see 
you on the 19th for this informative presentation! 

Christmas is a unique opportunity to serve in ways you may not 
have done before. Because of the number of services and 
attendees we anticipate, additional hands are greatly needed to 
greet, usher, assist with communion, and light candles. If you wish 
to serve, or would like to form a group to take on one or more 
roles, please visit the Ushering Committee table in the narthex 
following both services beginning November 30th. You may also 
contact Sarah Egnor (sarah.egnor@gmail.com or text 704-641-
5605) or sign up on Realm. 

USHERS WANTED FOR CHRISTMAS 

mailto:larry.terrell@sbcglobal.net
mailto:sarah.egnor@gmail.com


Life at Unity | 3 

 

 

HMT HEALTH TIP 

It's easy to overindulge at 
Thanksgiving. But if you are 

trying to maintain your 
healthy diet and not feel sick 

after the big meal, try and 
have a protein shake or 

smoothie before the 
Thanksgiving meal. This will 
keep you full enough to not 

over eat and really enjoy 
sharing that special time with 

friends and family on 
Thanksgiving.  

 
 

DANCE FITNESS 
SCHEDULE  

 
The Wednesday morning dance 
fitness classes will not meet on 
November 19th or November 

26th. The groups will have 
classes at the regular times on 
December 3rd and December 
10th. The first day of classes in 

2026 will be on January 7th. 
Please text Susan Benfield at 

803-984-6100 with any 
questions. 

Beginning January 5th, 2026, Unity will be doing The Daniel Plan in small 
groups that will meet once per week for 6 weeks. The Daniel Plan, created 
by Pastor Rick Warren, Dr. Mark Hyman, and Dr. Daniel Amen, is a 
faith-based wellness initiative that focuses on improving nutrition, 
fitness, and overall health in a practical and sustainable way. It blends 
Biblical principles with scientifically backed strategies for healthy living. 
 
The health and well-being of our church family is important not only for 
our spiritual journey but for our ability to live fulfilling lives as faithful 
servants of God. The Daniel Plan is a 6-week program that includes once 
a week, 2-hour sessions as follows: 

Session 1 - Faith: Nurturing Your Soul 
Session 2 - Food: Enjoying God’s Abundance 
Session 3 - Fitness: Strengthening the Body 
Session 4 - Focus: Renewing the Mind 
Session 5 - Friends: Encouraging Each Other 
Session 6 - Living the Lifestyle 

 
The emphasis is on doing this in small groups. Each week participants will pre-read chapters in 
the book, The Daniel Plan. During each class, a video will be shown, and there will be discussion 
of the book and video. Our group leaders / meeting times are: 
 

Group 1: Leader - Ruth Boetsch, along with several other lesson facilitators 
         Mondays 10:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 
Group 2: Co-Leaders – Tammie Welch / Bitsey Martin 
               Mondays 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. (share dinners in class) 
 

To sign up, register in Realm at https://bit.ly/TheDanielPlan-Registration or contact Don Rice 
at wdonrice@gmail.com. Space is limited so sign up as soon as you can! 

While we rejoice that last year more than 1,400 people attended Christmas Eve Services at 
Unity, we recognize that several services were quite crowded! So, we are adding an additional 
service this year on Christmas Eve, December 24th. As you make plans with your family for 
Christmas, we hope that you will be able to attend one or more of these services as we 
celebrate Christ’s birth and God’s gift of love that comes down to transform the world even 
now: 
11 AM - Children and Family Service (no nursery) 
2 PM - Service of scripture lessons and singing familiar carols, with communion (nursery for 
ages 5 and under) 
4 PM - Service with chancel choir, communion, and candlelight (nursery for ages 5 and under) 
6 PM - Service with special music, communion, and candlelight (nursery for ages 5 and under) 
11 PM - Service with scripture lessons, familiar carols, communion, and candlelight 

THE DANIEL PLAN - A FAITH BASED WELLNESS INITIATIVE 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES 

STAY IN TOUCH 

Whether you are looking for a 

specific activity or the latest 

news and information on 

children, youth, and adults, visit 

us at . . . 

Website: www.UnityFortMill.org 

Instagram: @UnityFortMill 

Facebook: @UnityFortMill 

Be sure to “like” our page. 

https://bit.ly/TheDanielPlan-Registration
mailto:wdonrice@gmail.com
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For more information on 
“What’s Happening” at 

Unity, please visit… 
www.unityfortmill.org/ 

whats-happening/ 

 
YOUTH CHOIR 

 
All Youth grades 6-12 are 

invited to sing in Youth Choir! 
We will rehearse in the choir 
room after 11:00 worship on 

the following Sundays: 
November 23rd, November 
30th, and December 7th. We 
will be singing in worship on 

Sunday, December 14th at both 
services as part of Lessons and 

Carols. Contact Margaret 
Monroe at 

mmonroe@UnityFortMill.org 
with any questions or for more 

information. Register on 
Realm - https://onrealm.org/

unityfortmill/
PublicRegistrations/Event?

linkString=NmZkZTliMGYtM
mE1NC00YzJhLWE2NjQtYj

M1MzAxNDQxNjBh.  
 
 

CHILDREN & YOUTH 
INSTRUMENTALISTS 

 
Our young instrumentalists are 

invited to share their gifts in 
worship during the seasons of 
Advent and Christmas! Piano, 
band, and strings students are 

all invited to participate by 
playing a short sacred 

Christmas solo. Opportunities 
are available during Sunday 
morning worship at each 
service, or for one of our 

Christmas Eve services. Please 
contact Margaret Monroe at 

mmonroe@UnityFortMill.org if 
you are interested, have any 

questions, or need help finding 
a piece to learn.  

ACOLYTES WANTED! 

Calling all Unity students 4th grade and higher! You are invited to 
participate in our worship services by serving as an acolyte. Acolytes 
are a very important part of our worship each week by carrying the 
light of Christ into the sanctuary and lighting the candles on the 
communion table - showing the presence of God in his house. After 
the service, the acolytes carry the light of Christ out of the sanctuary 
and into the world. Acolytes are needed for both the 8:45 a.m. and 
11:00 a.m. services. Training sessions will be set up at a mutual 
convenient time. Please contact Jessie Little at 

jmlittle@comporium.net as soon as possible if you have any general questions, or if you are 
interested in participating. A new acolyte schedule will be distributed soon.  

A FESTIVAL OF CAROLS 

As part of their Christmas gift giving each year, many members of 
our congregation have developed a tradition of giving a financial 
gift to Unity in memory or honor of loved ones. If you would like 
to make such an offering, please complete the online form at 
https://unityfortmill.org/give/christmas-memorials-honorariums/ 
and return it to the church office with your payment. Please make 
checks payable to Unity and write “Christmas Memorial/Honorarium” on the memo line. If you 
need additional assistance, contact Anissa Lee (alee@unityfortmill.org) in the church office. 
 
We are suggesting that your Memorial/Honorarium gifts be directed toward our “General 
Fund”, however you will also have the option to specify another fund if you so desire. The 
deadline for receiving these gifts is December 14th. They will be listed in a booklet which 
will be available in the Narthex on December 21st. 

CHRISTMAS MEMORIALS & HONORARIUMS 

https://unityfortmill.org/whats-happening/
https://unityfortmill.org/whats-happening/
mailto:mmonroe@UnityFortMill.org
https://onrealm.org/unityfortmill/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=NmZkZTliMGYtMmE1NC00YzJhLWE2NjQtYjM1MzAxNDQxNjBh
https://onrealm.org/unityfortmill/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=NmZkZTliMGYtMmE1NC00YzJhLWE2NjQtYjM1MzAxNDQxNjBh
https://onrealm.org/unityfortmill/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=NmZkZTliMGYtMmE1NC00YzJhLWE2NjQtYjM1MzAxNDQxNjBh
https://onrealm.org/unityfortmill/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=NmZkZTliMGYtMmE1NC00YzJhLWE2NjQtYjM1MzAxNDQxNjBh
https://onrealm.org/unityfortmill/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=NmZkZTliMGYtMmE1NC00YzJhLWE2NjQtYjM1MzAxNDQxNjBh
https://onrealm.org/unityfortmill/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=NmZkZTliMGYtMmE1NC00YzJhLWE2NjQtYjM1MzAxNDQxNjBh
mailto:mmonroe@UnityFortMill.org
mailto:jmlittle@comporium.net
https://unityfortmill.org/give/christmas-memorials-honorariums/
mailto:alee@unityfortmill.org
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Unity will take a group to PASSPORTkids! Camp at Montreat Conference Center in Montreat, NC 
on July 6-9, 2026. This fun-filled four-day, three-night camp is for children and youth who 
are currently in 3rd - 5th grade.  Kathryn McGregor and other Unity adult chaperones will travel 
with the group to Montreat for camp. The cost is $428. Registration is open: https://bit.ly/
PASSPORTkidsCamp but space is limited, so register soon. Only 3 spots are left.                  

Our 8th grade Confirmation class had a wonderful time 
worshipping with out brothers and sister in Christ at Jerusalem 
Baptism Church! We are so grateful for the opportunity to 
experience different styles of worship and join together with new 
friends in our community to worship God.  

CONFIRMATION CHURCH VISIT TO 
JERUSALEM BAPTIST CHURCH 

FEASTING ON THE WORD WITH CHEF 
CHRIS ROUTH! 

REGISTRATION FOR PASSPORTKIDS! CAMP IS LIMITED 

GCS HAVE BEEN EXPLORING WHAT MAKES A GOOD FRIEND 

Our annual service of Lessons and Carols will take place at the 8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. services on Sunday, December 
14th. The Chancel Choir, joined by guest instrumentalists, will present Light of Peace: Celtic Carols for Christmas by 
Karen Marrolli, a work that pairs new texts with traditional tunes from the British Isles. In this retelling of the 
incarnation, the composer seeks to express “… that our proper response to the Christmas story might be to live out a life 
of love in action." Come hear the familiar story of Christ’s birth with a fresh perspective on how we might respond.  

LESSONS AND CAROLS 

Our middle school and high school youth are so grateful to Chris 
Routh for leading a cooking class for us at youth group. It was 
such a joy to share food together around the table and explore 
the scriptural significance of shared meals as a Christian faith 
practice!  

Proverbs 17:17 says, “A friend is there to help, in any situation, and relatives are born to share our troubles.” This fall, the GCs, our 
4th and 5th grade fellowship group have been exploring what makes a good friend. We talked about friends being supportive, reliable, 
and trustworthy. We've played games to get to make new friends, made friendship bracelets, visited older members of our 
congregation to make friends with people of other generations and will finish our fall season by making crock pot freezer meals for 
Defend the Fatherless. We believe that giving to others is a way to share friendship with those in need. All 4th and 5th graders are 
welcome at GCs. We will resume in the Spring on February 22nd.  

https://bit.ly/PASSPORTkidsCamp
https://bit.ly/PASSPORTkidsCamp
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MIDDLE SCHOOL CYM 

All high school youth are invited to join us from March 20-22, 
2026 for a weekend in Montreat as we rest, play, unplug, 
worship, serve, and are reminded of our identities as beloved 
children of God! Visit https://bit.ly/HS-Montreat-Weekend for 
more information and to register.  

Register NOW for Middle School Charleston Youth Mission 
Weekend, January 16-19, 2026! All 6th-8th graders are invited to 
join for this three-night retreat over MLK Jr. weekend. Join us 
for a weekend of service, learning, and relationship-building as 
we seek to be part of God's work in the world. Learn more and 
register by visiting https://bit.ly/MS-CYM-Registration. 
Registration closes December 1st. 

REGISTER FOR HS MONTREAT WEEKEND 

https://bit.ly/HS-Montreat-Weekend
https://bit.ly/MS-CYM-Registration
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If you can bring chili or sides, please sign up at 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E4CABAD28A0F

ECF8-46038806-chili#/ 

YOUTH FRIENDSGIVING YOUNG ADULT 2025 ADVENT GATHERINGS 

ALL-CHURCH ADVENT WORKSHOP 

ADVENT CHILI & CHEER 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E4CABAD28A0FECF8-46038806-chili#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E4CABAD28A0FECF8-46038806-chili#/
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SUPPORT STUDENTS IN FORT MILL SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Our Outreach Ministry Team has become aware that there are students and families in the 
Fort Mill School District who are in the midst of housing insecurity.  In an effort to support 
these families and students, our Outreach Team is working with the District Social Worker, 
as well as the Fort Mill School Foundation to help meet some of their needs.  If you are able, 
please use the two links below to see if there is something you can purchase to help meet a 

student’s needs, or the needs of their families. You can drop any items off that you purchase at the church office.  
 
Youth Sign Ups: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0545AEAD2BABF8C43-58966029-youth 
Family Sign Ups: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0545AEAD2BABF8C43-59546146-family  

Did you know that the entire Fort Mill Christmas Parade lines up on Unity’s campus as they prepare to make their way 
downtown?  On Saturday, December 6th, parade participants begin lining up a full two hours before the parade begins.  Here at 
Unity, we like to open the doors of the Historic Sanctuary, and offer restrooms, water, and cookies to everyone who shows up.  We 
want to be good and welcoming neighbors as our town celebrates the season together.  We usually are there from 9:00 a.m. through 
12:00 p.m. when the parade kicks off. If you are interested in helping with this effort, please email Rev. Molly Spangler 
at mspangler@unityfortmill.org. Please email by Sunday November 23rd if you can help be present that day.  

HELP US HOST THE FORT MILL CHRISTMAS PARADE ON DECEMBER 6TH 

This year the Unity Angel Tree is helping families who are clients of the Fort Mill Care Center, 
our RAIN (Regional Aids Interfaith Network) team partners, Isaiah 117 House foster children, 
and Family Promise families. Beginning Sunday, November 30th, the Angel Tree in the 
narthex will have angels with gift suggestions for children and Walmart gift cards/personal care 
items for adults. Angels with gift cards for RAIN team partners, Family Promise families and 
Isaiah 117 House children will also be on the Angel Tree. If you have any questions, please 
contact Joyce White (murrayw@comporium.net or 548-4135). Merry Christmas and thank you 
for supporting families in our community during this joyous holiday season.  

UNITY ANGEL TREE 

Thornwell Home for Children, located in Clinton, SC, is a ministry of the South Atlantic Synod of 
the Presbyterian Church USA which provides schooling and other assistance to struggling 
children and families in our Presbytery. Thornwell’s mission is to prevent child abuse and neglect, 
to build up and reunite families, and to support healthy communities in the name of Jesus Christ. 
Unity collects a special offering for Thornwell each year around Thanksgiving. This offering will 
be received in worship on Sunday, November 23rd, but you can give at any time by visiting 
https://unityfortmill.org/give/special-offering/ and following the instructions listed. Thank you 
for opening your hearts to these children.  

THORNWELL OFFERING 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0545AEAD2BABF8C43-58966029-youth
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0545AEAD2BABF8C43-59546146-family
mailto:mspangler@unityfortmill.org
mailto:murrayw@comporium.net
https://unityfortmill.org/give/special-offering/
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Gifting stock is an easy process. Some benefits of your gift are: 
• Completely avoid paying capital gains tax by giving stock directly to a qualified charity 
• Receive a tax deduction up to 30% of adjusted gross income, and there is a five-year carryover 
• You may be able to give substantially more with a gift of stock, for the same after-tax cost of giving cash. 

 
Example:  
Charlie Johnson recently made a pledge towards his church’s capital campaign and is considering utilizing stock he owns 
towards his commitment. Years ago, as a young engineer, he purchased shares of company stock for $2,000. He since left the firm 
but held the shares as an investment and they now have a market value of $10,000. 
 
If he gives the stock to his church, he can claim a charitable deduction of the full market value of the gift ($10,000). The 
church can then sell the stock and apply the full proceeds ($10,000) towards their campaign. And, since a gift to the charity is not a 
sale, he will not owe any capital gains tax on the transaction. 
 
If Charlie were to sell the stock himself, he will incur $8,000 in capital gain ($10,000 market value minus $2,000 cost basis). 
After he pays taxes of $1,200 (the 15 percent capital gains tax rate on the $8,000 gain), his gift to charity and charitable deduction will 
be only $8,800. 
 
Your financial or tax advisor can help determine it this fits your financial situation. 

GIVING APPRECIATED STOCK 

2025 - 2026 BUDGET UPDATE 
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Generally, a QCD is an otherwise taxable distribution from an IRA, including an inherited IRA (other than an ongoing SEP or 
SIMPLE IRA) owned by an individual who is age 70½ or over that is paid directly from the IRA to a qualified charity. Note that 
recent changes have changed the Requirement Minimum Distribution age to 73 and 75 for those born on or after 1960, however 
QCDs are allowed for persons aged 70-1/2 and up. Taking advantage of a QCD, during those years between 70 ½ and your 
required age, would have the positive impact of lowering your Required Distributions when they are mandated. 
 
A QCD excludes the amount donated from your taxable income and may keep your taxable income lower, reducing the impact of 
certain tax credits and deductions. 
 
QCDs don’t require you to itemize. Therefore, you may choose to take advantage of the higher standard deduction and still use a 
QCD for charitable giving. 
 
Can I make a QCD? 
 
To make a QCD, certain requirements must be met: 

• You must be 70½ or older 
• QCDs are limited to the amount that would otherwise be taxed as ordinary income and, therefore, excludes non-deductible 

contributions. 
• The maximum annual amount that can qualify for a QCD is $108,000. Your spouse may also be able to make a QCD from his or 

her own IRA in the same tax year for up to $108,000. 
• Your QCD can be made to one or more charities. 
• For a QCD to count towards your current year's RMD, the funds must come out of your IRA by your RMD deadline, generally 

December 31st. 
 
Why consider using a QCD? 
 

• QCDs are tax exempt 
• Distributions aren’t added to your income, which may help you qualify for lower Medicare premiums and Social Security tax 

rates. 
• You don’t have to change your will or trust. 
• The transactions are simple to record on your 1040 form. 
• Your gifts immediately support the charity. 

 
Tax Reporting 
 
A QCD is reported as a normal distribution on IRS Form 1099-R for any non-inherited IRAs. Itemization is not required to make a 
QCD. Since the QCD amount is not taxed, you may not then claim the distribution as a charitable tax deduction. 
 
What are my next steps? 
 
After consulting with your tax or legal advisor, let your IRA custodian know you wish to make a QCD. Be sure to provide them with 
the information they request. Do not ask the custodian to send the QCD to you. They must send the QCD directly to the charity. 

WHAT IS A QUALIFIED CHARITABLE DISTRIBUTION (QCD)? 
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In September 2025, Unity launched a Door Access Control System for 8 of our 45 exterior doors. 
 
Door Access Control System 
Our project is now complete.  All 45 exterior doors have been rekeyed. 
 
If you need access to any of our buildings after regular business hours, please contact the church office 
ahead of time. 

 
When you see the round, white circle, Just Pull Open.  No need to turn the 
handle or push down the thumb latch. 
 
A round circle indicates the door is unlocked.  
 
For meetings, Bible studies, etc. that are listed on the church’s event calendar, the door will be 
unlocked 20 minutes before start time and lock 20 minutes after start time.  
 
Should you have questions regarding the new door system, click here to email our Director Of Operations, 
Zeno Wall (zwall@unityfortmill.org) 
 

Thank you for your assistance in keeping Unity’s campus safe. 

DOOR ACCESS CONTROL SYSTEM UPDATE 

THE 2026 SANCTUARY FLOWERS SIGN UP CALENDAR IS HERE! 

Would you like to honor a family member, friend, or a special group of people? Placing fresh 
flowers in the sanctuary to the glory of God is a perfect way to remember and celebrate a special 
person/s or occasion in your life.   
 
Dates for 2026 have now been added to a sign-up genius for reserving a Sunday to place flowers in 
the sanctuary. You may visit https://bit.ly/2026-Flower-Calendar and complete the steps for 
selecting your choice of Sunday(s). All instructions are included. If you have questions, please 
contact Michaela Braswell at mbraswell@UnityFortMill.org or 803-547-5543 ext. 130). 
 
Early sign-up is recommended to ensure the Sunday of your choice. 
 
“We are all flowers in God’s Garden.” 
- Karen Sweeney-Ryall 

 

https://app.espace.cool/ClientApi/FullMonth/17077?calendarId=2176
mailto:zwall@unityfortmill.org
https://bit.ly/2026-Flower-Calendar
mailto:mbraswell@UnityFortMill.org


Life at Unity | 12 

 

Return Service Requested 

Unity Presbyterian Church 
303 Tom Hall Street 

PO Box 1267 
Fort Mill, SC 29716-1267 

 
www.UnityFortMill.org 

JOIN US SUNDAY 
 

 8:45 a.m.  
In-Person/Livestream 

Worship 
 

11:00 a.m.  
In-Person/Livestream 

Worship 

Share Your  

Tithes and Offerings 

Online 

Thank you for supporting God’s ministry through Unity Presbyterian Church. 


