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Life at Unity 
November 04, 2025 

Since 1788… United in Christ’s 
love, we glorify God through worship, 

nurture, and service to all people. 

The deadline to submit items for 
the November 18th Newsletter is 

Wednesday, November 12th. 
 

STRESSED? FEELING 
DOWN? NEED 

ENCOURAGEMENT? 
Stephen Ministers don’t just 

provide care for people 
experiencing a major crisis. They 
also provide care and support for 
people weighed down by the little 

things in life.  
 

If you’re feeling down, lonely, 
stressed, or discouraged, you could 

benefit from the care, support, 
and encouragement of a Stephen 

Minister. It’s free. It’s confidential. 
And it will really make a difference 

in your life!  
 

If you feel that you need a 
Stephen Minister or know 

someone who might, please 
contact one of our referral 

coordinators, Susan Mobley or 
Dave Johnson, via email at 

Stephenministryreferrals@unityfor
tmill.org or call Rev. Molly 
Spangler at  803-547-5543. 

 
Our Stephen Ministers care about 

you.  

MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR 

Dear Friends, 
 
As we enter the month of November, for many our thoughts turn to the holiday of 
Thanksgiving. Traditional images of families gathered together in kitchens and around dining 
room tables with abundant food piled high on platters with laughter and joy will soon fill 
television commercials and websites. Our culture creates an expectation of eating too much 
and then needing a nap. 
 
And yet as I write this article on October 29th, news that Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP) benefits will not be available in the month of November due to the federal 
government shut-down and the South Carolina governor preparing to deploy the State Guard 
to assist food banks and pantries with distribution operations, traffic flow, and in any other 
ways necessary to ensure these sites remain safe, orderly, and efficient as demand increases 
over the coming days, I am concerned about our neighbors who anticipate a Thanksgiving 
holiday marked by hunger instead of abundance. 
 
Even before this current crisis, approximately 47 million people, including 13 million children, 
experience food insecurity annually in the United States. Food insecurity is an official term 
from the US Department of Agriculture. It's when people don't have enough to eat and don't 
know where their next meal will come from. Feeding America, a nationwide network of food 
banks, food pantries and local meal programs (including Unity’s partner Charlotte’s Second 
Harvest Food Bank) estimates that there are almost 32,000 people in York County who are 
“food insecure.” (https://map.feedingamerica.org/county/2023/overall/south -
carolina/county/york). That seems unbelievable and unacceptable to me. 
 
At Unity Presbyterian Church, I give thanks for your faithfulness and generosity as we seek to 
ensure that all have enough to eat. Over the last two months, through the Money for Meals 
special offering you generously donated $8,743 in our efforts to help end hunger. This is more 
than double what we raised last year! Through the Sharing God’s Bounty food collection you 
donated 1,239 lbs. of food and items to the Fort Mill Care Center so they might provide 
holiday meals to those most in need in our community. So far this year our congregation has 
donated more than 5,000 lbs. of food through PB&J Sundays and special collections. We have 
hosted several food distribution days through Second Harvest and donated the remaining food 
to the Fort Mill Care Center as well. 
 
All of that is good and important work, and I am grateful for you. And yet the work to ensure 
that all have adequate food to thrive and grow as children of God continues in this new 
moment. Please join me in praying for how we might continue to respond to God’s call to 
serve our community. While we do not live by bread alone, it is hard to lift our eyes to the 
Lord if our stomachs are empty. 
 
See you Sunday! 
Matt 

mailto:Stephenministryreferrals@unityfortmill.org
mailto:Stephenministryreferrals@unityfortmill.org
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LATE NOVEMBER 
BIRTHDAYS 

 
16 -- Lucy Allen; Abby-Parker 
Coleman; Henry Cook  
 
17 -- Sharon Cole; Kim Hughes; 
Ray Lammers; Tom Norton; 
Davis Padgett; Ryan Padgett  
 
18 -- Shannon Blackwell; Ann 
Hudspeth  
 
19 -- Elizabeth Bennett; Adelie 
Fike; Ernie Holler; Sue 
Johnstone; Grady Norman  
 
20 -- Ray Carlton; Elizabeth 
Clumpner; Paul Diedrich; John 
Lee; Layla Newman  
 
21 -- Molly Chmielinski; Emelia 
Howell; Carla Litrenta; Jeffrey 
Poore; Rostan Shaftner; 
Bethany Thomas  
 
22 -- Beau Reilly; Brenda Stowe  
 
23 -- Heather Pecarro; Matt 
Rich; Virginia Sizemore; Bob 
Squatriglia  
 
24 -- Michaela Braswell; Kevin 
Fulton; Kelly Kern; Tracy Little; 
Chris Wolfe  
 
25 -- Amanda Cioni; Cara Crain; 
Laurel Grossoehme; Mary Hart; 
Cate Patterson; J.T. Trueb; Pat 
Welker  
 
26 -- Tom Ellison; Grant 
Luebbe; Alicia Reams; Lea 
Shannon; Chari Young  
 
27 -- Jim Camann; Will Kellogg  
 
28 -- Whitney Smith  
 
30 -- Greyson Gload; Kevin 
Kern; Michael McDonald; Kim 
Mikulsky; Barry Tuttle; Chuck 
Welfare  

Anyone interested in learning more about Unity is 
invited to join us on Sunday, November 9th at 
10:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. This is an 
informal get-together during which we will share 
basic information about the congregation, our 
beliefs, answer any questions you may have, and 
enjoy a cup of coffee or tea. Children are welcome 
to join their parents, or they may attend Sunday 
school.  

WELCOME TO UNITY COFFEE 

On Saturday, October 25th, all creatures great and small received blessings on the front lawn 
here at Unity.  It was a joy to meet so many wonderful animals that are a part of families in our 
congregation.  When all was said and done, us humans had to agree that we felt pretty blessed 
ourselves to spend time with so many incredible creatures.  

ALL CREATURES GREAT AND SMALL RECEIVED BLESSINGS 

SHARING GOD’S BOUNTY UPDATE 

We delivered 1,192 lbs. of food and supplies to the Fort Mill Care Center.  In addition, 47 lbs. 
were delivered directly to the Care Center during October.  This makes our total contributions 
for Sharing God's Bounty 1,239 lbs. 
 
Thank you to the Youth Group who boxed up all the donations and had them ready for us to 
pick up. 
 
Thank you to our volunteer delivery drivers: Ed Martin, John and Donna Maloney, Bruce 
Windom, Larry and Melissa Lamprich, Scott Thorsell, Steve Chase, Dave Johnson, Jim Lester, 
Steve Hardy, and Barnes Louthan.  We had so many volunteers that we ran out of food to be 
delivered and had to send three drivers home without a load. 
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CHURCH OFFICE 

HOURS 
 

Monday through Thursday 

8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

(Closed on Fridays) 

803.547.5543 

www.UnityFortMill.org 

 

HMT HEALTH TIPS 
FOR TAILGATING 

 
Whatever football team you 

support during this fall 
season, you'll want to be 

prepared for the emotional 
highs and lows of the season. 
What easier way to be good 
to your heart than to turn 
your tailgate into a training 

table of sorts? 
A few simple — and tasty — 
twists can give game day fare 

big heart-health benefits! 
Registered dietitians at 

Novant Healthcare shared 
their tips for a heart-healthy 

game day spread. As you plan 
your menu, keep in mind the 

3 S's: salt, sugar, and 
saturated fat. 

 
Rather than skipping 

traditional tailgate fare like 
hot dogs, cheeseburgers, fried 

chicken and deviled eggs, 
choose one and enjoy it! 

There's nothing wrong with 
eating those high-fat favorites 

in moderation. 
Adding flavorful, nutritious 

foods to your game day plate 
with homemade heart-healthy 
recipes is a good way to stay 

balanced and satisfied 
without sacrificing 

deliciousness. Aim for a 
serving of protein and a half-

plate of veggies! 

While we rejoice that last year more than 1,400 people attended Christmas Eve Services at 
Unity, we recognize that several services were quite crowded! So, we are adding an additional 
service this year on Christmas Eve, December 24th. As you make plans with your family for 
Christmas, we hope that you will be able to attend one or more of these services as we 
celebrate Christ’s birth and God’s gift of love that comes down to transform the world even 
now: 
11 AM - Children and Family Service 
2 PM - Service of scripture lessons and singing familiar carols, with communion 
4 PM - Service with chancel choir, communion, and candlelight 
6 PM - Service with special music, communion, and candlelight 
11 PM - Service with scripture lessons, familiar carols, communion, and candlelight 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES 

LUNCH BUNCH - WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 19TH 

Join us on Wednesday, November 19th at 12:00 p.m. for lunch 
and an interesting speaker! Nick Salevan with Barlett Tree will 
speak about the care of trees and bushes in our yards. Nick has 
years of experience and has a true passion for the industry in pest 
management, precision agriculture, and arboriculture. Nick and 
his team can answer your questions about your yard and the care 
you should be providing at different times of the year. Please 
bring your sandwich or salad and join us for this entertaining 
afternoon. Drinks, chips, and desserts are provided. Hope to see 
you on the 19th for this informative presentation! 

"Sing to God a new song; play skillfully on the strings, 
with loud shouts." — Psalm 33:3 
We are pleased to share that Unity has been blessed 
with the gift of a new Steinway Model B grand piano. 
When the 2010 Sanctuary was built, the hope and 
dream was always to obtain a fine piano that would be 
suitable for the size of the space. To this end, gifts were 
given to a Sanctuary Piano Fund, and a recent generous 
donation made it possible to obtain the Steinway we 
have today. This exceptional instrument will 
significantly enhance our worship services, concerts, 
and music ministry. It represents not only a gift of great 
beauty and craftsmanship but also a lasting contribution 
to the spiritual and musical life of our congregation. We 
extend our gratitude to all who contributed over the 
years for this remarkable expression of generosity and 
faith. A special dedicatory concert for the new piano will be held sometime in 2026. 

THE GIFT OF A NEW PIANO 

FALL WORKDAY 
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For more information on 
“What’s Happening” at 

Unity, please visit… 
www.unityfortmill.org/ 

whats-happening/ 

Don’t miss out on the chance to participate in Unity’s very first Music Camp! 
Camp runs February 16-20, 2026 from 9:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m., with the big 
performance on Friday, February 20th at noon. All children who turned four 
by September 1st, 2025 through children in fifth grade are invited to 
participate. Registration is free, but space is limited to the first 40 registrants. 
The link to register on Realm is https://onrealm.org/unityfortmill/
P u b l i c R e g i s t r a t i o n s / E v e n t ?

l inkStr ing=N2M0NDk3NWUtYTFiMy00MzlhLWIzZmEtYjM2MTAwZjY1Yzc4. 
Registration closes on November 14th.  

 
YOUTH CHOIR 

 
All Youth grades 6-12 are 

invited to sing in Youth Choir! 
We will rehearse in the choir 
room after 11:00 worship on 

the following Sundays: 
November 23rd, November 
30th, and December 7th. We 
will be singing in worship on 

Sunday, December 14th at both 
services as part of Lessons and 

Carols. Contact Margaret 
Monroe at 

mmonroe@UnityFortMill.org 
with any questions or for more 

information. Register on 
Realm - https://onrealm.org/

unityfortmill/
PublicRegistrations/Event?

linkString=NmZkZTliMGYtM
mE1NC00YzJhLWE2NjQtYj

M1MzAxNDQxNjBh.  
 
 

CHILDREN & YOUTH 
INSTRUMENTALISTS 

 
Our young instrumentalists are 

invited to share their gifts in 
worship during the seasons of 
Advent and Christmas! Piano, 
band, and strings students are 

all invited to participate by 
playing a short sacred 

Christmas solo. Opportunities 
are available during Sunday 
morning worship at each 
service, or for one of our 

Christmas Eve services. Please 
contact Margaret Monroe at 

mmonroe@UnityFortMill.org if 
you are interested, have any 

questions, or need help finding 
a piece to learn.  

MUSIC CAMP 2026 - REGISTRATION CLOSES SOON! 

ACOLYTES WANTED! 

Calling all Unity students 4th grade and higher! You are invited 
to participate in our worship services by serving as an acolyte. 
Acolytes are a very important part of our worship each week by 
carrying the light of Christ into the sanctuary and lighting the 
candles on the communion table - showing the presence of 
God in his house. After the service, the acolytes carry the light 
of Christ out of the sanctuary and into the world. Acolytes are 
needed for both the 8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. services. Training 
sessions will be set up at a mutual convenient time. Please 
contact Jessie Little at jmlittle@comporium.net as soon as 
possible if you have any general questions, or if you are 

interested in participating. A new acolyte schedule will be distributed soon.  

HOW THEN SHALL WE LOVE? 

The next session of Children’s Choir begins on 
November 9th. Even if you couldn’t participate in our 
first session, please join us this time around as we learn 
songs to sing for upcoming Advent worship services. 
Cherub Choir (children who turned 4 by September 1st, 
2025 through first grade) will meet from 2:00-2:45 and 
the Covenant Choir (grades 2-5) meets from 3:00-3:45. 
Parents, please register any children singing for the first 
time this year (returning singers do not need to register again). Contact Margaret Monroe at 
mmonroe@UnityFortMill.org or 547-5543 with any questions. Come make a joyful noise! 
Register on Realm - https://onrealm.org/unityfortmill/PublicRegistrations/Event?
linkString=NWVlYWUxM2EtZTI3ZC00YmI0LWE3MjgtYjJkNTAxM2FkODM3.  

CHILDREN’S CHOIRS 

During our Children's Sabbath Service, congregation 
members were asked to think about one way they could 
show love this week, write it on a paper heart and place 
it in the offering plate as a gift to God. Many people 
have said they wish they could see what was on the 
hearts. Some of the words we saw over and over were 
patience, kindness, listen, don't judge, respectful, hugs, 
understanding, present, supportive. Want to see more? 
Check out the "How Then Shall We Love" booklet in 
the kiosks in the Narthex for a sampling of the almost 
250 hearts we had leading us out of worship that day.  

https://unityfortmill.org/whats-happening/
https://unityfortmill.org/whats-happening/
https://onrealm.org/unityfortmill/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=N2M0NDk3NWUtYTFiMy00MzlhLWIzZmEtYjM2MTAwZjY1Yzc4
https://onrealm.org/unityfortmill/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=N2M0NDk3NWUtYTFiMy00MzlhLWIzZmEtYjM2MTAwZjY1Yzc4
https://onrealm.org/unityfortmill/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=N2M0NDk3NWUtYTFiMy00MzlhLWIzZmEtYjM2MTAwZjY1Yzc4
mailto:mmonroe@UnityFortMill.org
https://onrealm.org/unityfortmill/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=NmZkZTliMGYtMmE1NC00YzJhLWE2NjQtYjM1MzAxNDQxNjBh
https://onrealm.org/unityfortmill/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=NmZkZTliMGYtMmE1NC00YzJhLWE2NjQtYjM1MzAxNDQxNjBh
https://onrealm.org/unityfortmill/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=NmZkZTliMGYtMmE1NC00YzJhLWE2NjQtYjM1MzAxNDQxNjBh
https://onrealm.org/unityfortmill/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=NmZkZTliMGYtMmE1NC00YzJhLWE2NjQtYjM1MzAxNDQxNjBh
https://onrealm.org/unityfortmill/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=NmZkZTliMGYtMmE1NC00YzJhLWE2NjQtYjM1MzAxNDQxNjBh
https://onrealm.org/unityfortmill/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=NmZkZTliMGYtMmE1NC00YzJhLWE2NjQtYjM1MzAxNDQxNjBh
mailto:mmonroe@UnityFortMill.org
mailto:jmlittle@comporium.net
mailto:mmonroe@UnityFortMill.org
https://onrealm.org/unityfortmill/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=NWVlYWUxM2EtZTI3ZC00YmI0LWE3MjgtYjJkNTAxM2FkODM3
https://onrealm.org/unityfortmill/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=NWVlYWUxM2EtZTI3ZC00YmI0LWE3MjgtYjJkNTAxM2FkODM3
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Unity will take a group to PASSPORTkids! Camp at Montreat Conference Center in Montreat, NC 
on July 6-9, 2026. This fun-filled four-day, three-night camp is for children and youth who 
are currently in 3rd - 5th grade.  Kathryn McGregor and other Unity adult chaperones will travel 
with the group to Montreat for camp. The cost is $428. Registration is open: https://bit.ly/
PASSPORTkidsCamp but space is limited, so register soon. Only 4 spots are left.                  

SUPPORT STUDENTS IN FORT MILL SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Our Outreach Ministry Team has become aware that there are students and families in the 
Fort Mill School District who are in the midst of housing insecurity.  In an effort to support 
these families and students, our Outreach Team is working with the District Social Worker, 
as well as the Fort Mill School Foundation to help meet some of their needs.  If you are able, 
please use the two links below to see if there is something you can purchase to help meet a 

student’s needs, or the needs of their families. You can drop any items off that you purchase at the church office.  
 
Youth Sign Ups: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0545AEAD2BABF8C43-58966029-youth 
Family Sign Ups: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0545AEAD2BABF8C43-59546146-family  
 

REGISTRATION FOR PASSPORTKIDS! CAMP IS LIMITED 

https://bit.ly/PASSPORTkidsCamp
https://bit.ly/PASSPORTkidsCamp
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0545AEAD2BABF8C43-58966029-youth
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0545AEAD2BABF8C43-59546146-family
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MIDDLE SCHOOL CYM 

All high school youth are invited to join us from March 20-22, 
2026 for a weekend in Montreat as we rest, play, unplug, 
worship, serve, and are reminded of our identities as beloved 
children of God! Visit https://bit.ly/HS-Montreat-Weekend for 
more information and to register.  

Register NOW for Middle School Charleston Youth Mission 
Weekend, January 16-19, 2026! All 6th-8th graders are invited to 
join for this three-night retreat over MLK Jr. weekend. Join us 
for a weekend of service, learning, and relationship-building as 
we seek to be part of God's work in the world. Learn more and 
register by visiting https://bit.ly/MS-CYM-Registration. 
Registration closes December 1st. 

Thanks to the generous support of our church family, our annual BBQ 
fundraiser was a huge success! Thank you to the many hands who made 
desserts, prepped BBQ, packaged orders, and sold tickets, and BIG thank 
you to Tim and Gretchen Whitesell for the countless hours they spent 
preparing delicious BBQ and Brunswick stew. Funds raised from this 
event will go to support various mission projects for our middle and high 
school youth like packing Manna Bags for our neighbors experiencing 
homelessness. These funds also provide scholarships and offset costs for 
youth mission trips and conferences. We can’t wait for next year! 

REGISTER FOR HS MONTREAT WEEKEND 

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING THE 2025 UNITY YOUTH BBQ FUNDRAISER! 

UNITY YOUTH HALLOWEEN PARTY & SHARING GOD’S BOUNTY! 

Unity Youth sorted and packed donations for the Fort Mill Care Center and played an awesome, life-sized version of the board game, 
Clue! We are so grateful for time spent laughing, playing, and doing outreach work together as the body of Christ! 

https://bit.ly/HS-Montreat-Weekend
https://bit.ly/MS-CYM-Registration
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Did you know that the entire Fort Mill Christmas Parade lines up on Unity’s campus as they prepare to make their way 
downtown?  On Saturday, December 6th, parade participants begin lining up a full two hours before the parade begins.  Here at 
Unity, we like to open the doors of the Historic Sanctuary, and offer restrooms, water, and cookies to everyone who shows up.  We 
want to be good and welcoming neighbors as our town celebrates the season together.  We usually are there from 9:00 a.m. through 
12:00 p.m. when the parade kicks off. If you are interested in helping with this effort, please email Rev. Molly Spangler 
at mspangler@unityfortmill.org. Please email by Sunday November 23rd if you can help be present that day.  

HELP US HOST THE FORT MILL CHRISTMAS PARADE ON DECEMBER 6TH 

If you can bring chili or sides, please sign up at 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E4CABAD28

A0FECF8-46038806-chili#/ 

ADVENT CHILI AND CHEER 

mailto:mspangler@unityfortmill.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E4CABAD28A0FECF8-46038806-chili#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E4CABAD28A0FECF8-46038806-chili#/
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Gifting stock is an easy process. Some benefits of your gift are: 
• Completely avoid paying capital gains tax by giving stock directly to a qualified charity 
• Receive a tax deduction up to 30% of adjusted gross income, and there is a five-year carryover 
• You may be able to give substantially more with a gift of stock, for the same after-tax cost of giving cash. 

 
Example:  
Charlie Johnson recently made a pledge towards his church’s capital campaign and is considering utilizing stock he owns 
towards his commitment. Years ago, as a young engineer, he purchased shares of company stock for $2,000. He since left the firm 
but held the shares as an investment and they now have a market value of $10,000. 
 
If he gives the stock to his church, he can claim a charitable deduction of the full market value of the gift ($10,000). The 
church can then sell the stock and apply the full proceeds ($10,000) towards their campaign. And, since a gift to the charity is not a 
sale, he will not owe any capital gains tax on the transaction. 
 
If Charlie were to sell the stock himself, he will incur $8,000 in capital gain ($10,000 market value minus $2,000 cost basis). 
After he pays taxes of $1,200 (the 15 percent capital gains tax rate on the $8,000 gain), his gift to charity and charitable deduction will 
be only $8,800. 
 
Your financial or tax advisor can help determine it this fits your financial situation. 

GIVING APPRECIATED STOCK 

Thanks to Unity’s endowment program, we were able to offer a new mission retreat for our 
middle school youth! In February 2025, 11 middle schoolers & 4 adult leaders had the 
opportunity to travel to Asheville, NC to engage in hurricane recovery work and grow as 
disciples of Jesus Christ. In the aftermath of Hurricane Helene, we were reminded by our 
mission partners that “everything you do in Asheville right now is hurricane recovery work.” 
Those who were hurting and vulnerable before the storm face even greater burdens now. Our 
middle schoolers willingly and energetically jumped into action! We spent the morning serving 
at the Haywood Street Congregation, a church that cares for Asheville’s homeless population 
with dignity, love, and compassion. In the afternoon, we engaged in a Hurricane Helene 
awareness walk. The devastation from the hurricane was difficult to process, but we were 
reminded that there is hope. In the words of 8th grader Willa, the trip reminded us that we are 
all called to play our own small part in God’s compassionate, transformative work in the world. Thank you to the endowment fund 
grant for supporting our middle schoolers as they grow in faith and community together! 

ENDOWMENT IMPACT STATEMENT: MIDDLE SCHOOL ASHEVILLE YOUTH MISSION 

2025 - 2026 BUDGET UPDATE 

Thornwell Home for Children, located in Clinton, SC, is a ministry of the South Atlantic Synod 
of the Presbyterian Church USA which provides schooling and other assistance to struggling 
children and families in our Presbytery. Thornwell’s mission is to prevent child abuse and neglect, 
to build up and reunite families, and to support healthy communities in the name of Jesus Christ. 
Unity collects a special offering for Thornwell each year around Thanksgiving. This offering will 
be received in worship on Sunday, November 23rd, but you can give at any time by visiting 
https://unityfortmill.org/give/special-offering/ and following the instructions listed. Thank you 
for opening your hearts to these children.  

THORNWELL OFFERING 

https://unityfortmill.org/give/special-offering/
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STAY IN TOUCH 

Whether you are looking for a 

specific activity or the latest 

news and information on 

children, youth, and adults, visit 

us at . . . 

Website: www.UnityFortMill.org 

Instagram: @UnityFortMill 

Facebook: @UnityFortMill 

Be sure to “like” our page. 

Generally, a QCD is an otherwise taxable distribution from an IRA, including an inherited IRA (other than an ongoing SEP or 
SIMPLE IRA) owned by an individual who is age 70½ or over that is paid directly from the IRA to a qualified charity. Note that 
recent changes have changed the Requirement Minimum Distribution age to 73 and 75 for those born on or after 1960, however 
QCDs are allowed for persons aged 70-1/2 and up. Taking advantage of a QCD, during those years between 70 ½ and your 
required age, would have the positive impact of lowering your Required Distributions when they are mandated. 
 
A QCD excludes the amount donated from your taxable income and may keep your taxable income lower, reducing the impact of 
certain tax credits and deductions. 
 
QCDs don’t require you to itemize. Therefore, you may choose to take advantage of the higher standard deduction and still use a 
QCD for charitable giving. 
 
Can I make a QCD? 
 
To make a QCD, certain requirements must be met: 

• You must be 70½ or older 
• QCDs are limited to the amount that would otherwise be taxed as ordinary income and, therefore, excludes non-deductible 

contributions. 
• The maximum annual amount that can qualify for a QCD is $108,000. Your spouse may also be able to make a QCD from his or 

her own IRA in the same tax year for up to $108,000. 
• Your QCD can be made to one or more charities. 
• For a QCD to count towards your current year's RMD, the funds must come out of your IRA by your RMD deadline, generally 

December 31st. 
 
Why consider using a QCD? 
 

• QCDs are tax exempt 
• Distributions aren’t added to your income, which may help you qualify for lower Medicare premiums and Social Security tax 

rates. 
• You don’t have to change your will or trust. 
• The transactions are simple to record on your 1040 form. 
• Your gifts immediately support the charity. 

 
Tax Reporting 
 
A QCD is reported as a normal distribution on IRS Form 1099-R for any non-inherited IRAs. Itemization is not required to make a 
QCD. Since the QCD amount is not taxed, you may not then claim the distribution as a charitable tax deduction. 
 
What are my next steps? 
 
After consulting with your tax or legal advisor, let your IRA custodian know you wish to make a QCD. Be sure to provide them with 
the information they request. Do not ask the custodian to send the QCD to you. They must send the QCD directly to the charity. 

WHAT IS A QUALIFIED CHARITABLE DISTRIBUTION (QCD)? 
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School principal and children at La Esperanza 
Elementary School 

Meeting with the Pastor and Session members in one of 
the training classes at Getsemani Presbyterian Church 

ALL GOD’S CHILDREN DESERVE CLEAN WATER -  
Update on the Upcoming Trip to Guatemala 

 
The Providence Presbytery Living Waters for the World Team thanks all those at Unity and other churches in the Presbytery who 
have contributed financially over the past several years. The team is making plans to install 2 water purification systems in Guatemala. 
One installation will be at an elementary school, and the other will be at a Presbyterian Church – both in the mountainous area of 
western Guatemala. A grant from the UPC Endowment Fund has also helped with obtaining the necessary funds needed for 
completing the first planned installation.  
 
Five members from our Providence Presbytery Living Waters Team will travel to Guatemala in November of this year to assist a 
group of teachers, local Fire Department personnel, and parents who have committed to install a water purification system at La 
Esperanza Elementary School. Kathryn McGregor, Susan Benfield and Dan Rogers from Unity will be joined by Ed Fritz (former 
Unity member) and William Lehman of First Presbyterian in Rock Hill. Once the project is completed, bottled water will be produced 
by volunteer operators at the school. These bottles will be available throughout both the kindergarten and the elementary schools; 
this will impact over 900 students. Clean water will also be provided to support the kitchen operations at the school - which will 
prevent them from having to boil raw water in order to provide lunches for the students. While in Guatemala, members of the 
Providence Presbytery Team will also provide health education to the schoolteachers and parents. We will “Teach the Teachers”, who 
in turn teach members of the community, so that our work will continue long after we return home. Local residents will learn how, 
when, and why to use their newly purified water. They will learn about waterborne diseases, which sicken and kill over 1,000 people a 
day. Living Waters for the World believes that “All God’s Children Deserve Clean Water”. 
 
The second project at Getsemani Presbyterian Church is tentatively scheduled to be installed in 2026. In addition to providing clean 
water to church members and the surrounding community, the clean water will be used to support the 280 children who attend 
supplemental and vocational training at the Church.  
 

WANT TO HELP? 
 
The LWW Team is still seeking additional volunteers for our future projects. If you have an interest in learning more, please contact 
Dan Rogers at 864-245-3122.  
 
You can also help us raise the funds needed for the Getsemani Church project by providing a contribution to either Unity’s Living 
Waters Fund or Providence Presbytery’s Living Waters Fund. We hope that all who appreciate the value of clean water will 
contribute. YOU can help prevent waterborne disease and illness for children and their families in Guatemala. 

LIVING WATERS TRIP TO GUATEMALA 
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Return Service Requested 

Unity Presbyterian Church 
303 Tom Hall Street 

PO Box 1267 
Fort Mill, SC 29716-1267 

 
www.UnityFortMill.org 

JOIN US SUNDAY 
 

 8:45 a.m.  
In-Person/Livestream 

Worship 
 

11:00 a.m.  
In-Person/Livestream 

Worship 

Share Your  

Tithes and Offerings 

Online 

Thank you for supporting God’s ministry through Unity Presbyterian Church. 


